by Robert L. Terrell 


an Francisco’s current con- 
tretemps regarding homeless 
camps in Golden Gate Park is 
exposing important shortcomings 
in the city’s effort to eliminate chronic 
homelessness. The basic problem is that 
municipal officials have never really 
come to terms with the magnitude and 
complexity of the overall problem. 

The Golden Gate Park fiasco, which 
has produced additional stress and suffer- 
ing for the homeless people immediately 
involved, clearly illustrates the point. 

The current upsurge of critical munici- 
pal attention was focused on the park’s 
numerous, chaotic encampments by a 
series of irate articles printed this August 
in the normally somnolent San Francisco 
Chronicle. The somewhat sensational arti- 


cles, which were characterized by a tone of 
astonished indignation, decried the squalid 
conditions in the chaotic camps. 

The prominently featured articles devot- 
ed particular attention to the size of the 


by Mike Rhodes 


friend of mine died under dis- 

turbing and suspicious circum- 

stances last month in Fresno, 

California. I’m determined to 
find out the truth and discover what led to 
her death. In the course of investigating 
this tragedy and conducting interviews, I 
have unearthed both answers and more 
questions. The following story is based on 
what I know at this point. 

Pamela Kincaid was the best vendor of 
the Street Spirit newspaper in the Fresno 
area. She was also the lead plaintiff in the 
lawsuit filed by homeless people to stop 
Fresno officials from taking and immedi- 
ately destroying their property in the course 


camps, their rumpled residents and the hap- 
hazard circumstances of their lives. The 
articles also provided long, detailed com- 
mentary on the alleged dangers posed by 
the camps by highlighting the presence of 
discarded hypodermic needles, and other 
refuse dangerous to unwary park visitors. 
Unsurprisingly, the articles generated a 
minor firestorm of critical commentary by 
residents and municipal officials. The 


of destroying homeless encampments. 

The seized property sometimes includ- 
ed their IDs, clothing, tools, blankets, and 
even their kittens. In one case, city work- 
ers seized an urn containing the ashes of a 
grandchild. Pam Kincaid stood up against 
this injustice and was willing to put her- 


The plight of two homeless women on a bleak San Francisco sidewalk shows the human cost of exiling the poor 


majority of the respondents expressed dis- 
gust with conditions in the park, and 
many called for the use of harsh measures 


intended to make life in San Francisco so 
miserable for homeless people that they 
will slink from town in search of less hos- 
tile places of refuge. 

The articles also generated a flood of 
letters to the Chronicle’s editorial pages. 
The majority of those who chose to pro- 


self on the line to protect the rights of all 
homeless people in this community. 

A federal court issued a preliminary 
injunction to stop the City of Fresno from 
conducting these raids on the homeless 
populace; and then, on July 30, 2007, the 
court ruled to certify the suit as a class 


Robert Terrell 
from city parks. One homeless man plaintively asked: ‘‘What do they expect us to do, float in the air?” photo 


vide their opinions on the matter via this 
particular bully pulpit were hostile to 
homeless people in general, and those 


residing in the park in particular. 

Few of the letter writers acknowledged 
the logic and anguish expressed by the 
homeless man who plaintively asked: 
“What do they expect us to do, float in the 
air?” 


See Homeless Smackdown page 16 
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action lawsuit. This means that all homeless 
people affected by the City’s policy will be 
compensated if the lawsuit prevails. 

On the day the class action lawsuit was 
certified in federal court, the attorneys 
visited Pam Kincaid in the University 


See Justice for Pam Kincaid page 14 
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Huge Victory for Poor Tenants Who Fought Oakland © 


re) 


Housing Authority to Halt Wrongful Evictions 


‘The tenants were all vindi- 
cated... All the families get 
to remain rent-free in their 
housing units, and that 


speaks for itself.” 
— Jorge Aguilar, Eviction Defense Center 


by Lynda Carson 


fter 34 families in Oakland were 

falsely accused of being unlawful 

occupants and lived under the 
threat of eviction for months, tenants at the 
Lockwood Gardens public housing com- 
plex now can rest a little easier. The 
Oakland Housing Authority (OHA) has 
dropped all attempts to evict them, and 
recently negotiated settlements that enable 
the tenants to live rent-free for two years. 

The settlement by the OHA is a wel- 
come vindication for the low-income ten- 
ants who were publicly defamed as illegal 
squatters, threatened with mass expulsion, 
and accused of paying bribes to an OHA 
clerk to obtain public housing units. 

The Lockwood Gardens mass-eviction 
case began in early 2006, after a partial 
investigation into corruption at the OHA 
East District Office led to events in which 
34 families faced eviction after being 
falsely accused of wrongdoing to obtain 
public housing. 

According to attorneys representing the 
tenants, “The Oakland Housing Authority 
instituted the lawsuits more than a year ago, 
alleging these tenants used false identities 
and paid bribes to a Housing Authority 
employee to gain access to apartments they 
were not entitled to.” 

Evidence provided to the courts on 
behalf of the accused revealed that the 
tenants had all signed leases, paid rents, 
gave security deposits, received keys to 
their units, and had provided birth certifi- 
cates, photo IDs, income verification and 
Social Security cards to the OHA before 
moving into their housing units. 

The courts repeatedly blocked the 
OHA’s eviction attempts, finding that the 
tenants were not unlawful occupants, as 
alleged by housing authority officials, and 
were innocent of any wrongdoing. No 
charges have ever been filed against any 
of the tenants at Lockwood Gardens by 
the district attorney’s office regarding 
allegations of fraud or bribery. 

However, criminal charges were filed 
against a former OHA clerk, and in July 
2006, Carolyn Wilson was arrested near 
New Orleans and charged with 65 felony 
counts. She served less than one year in 
jail, after being convicted of one count of 
computer fraud and one count of misap- 
propriation of public funds. 

As a result of the settlement reached 
between the OHA and the wrongfully 
accused tenants, 19 families are being 
allowed to remain in their housing while 
receiving two years free rent. They also 
received new rental contracts, and all past 
rental payments have been refunded to the 
tenants. The tenants do not have to start 
paying rent again until June 1, 2008. 

Attorneys involved in the mass evic- 
tion case believe that the other 15 families 
alleged to have been unlawful occupants 
may have fled in fear of their safety after 
receiving a number of late-night visits by 
the OHA police, who pounded on doors 
and demanded that the tenants must move 
within a five-day period or face future 
eviction proceedings 

Lockwood Gardens tenant Ira Turner 
said she is very grateful that her housing 
situation has finally been resolved. “This 
has been a big ordeal for me,” Turner said. 


This home at Lockwood Gardens was one of those under contention in the OHA’s wrongful mass eviction case. 
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‘It was Officer Jerold Coates who treated me real bad, and told me I had to get out of here. r 
believe that Officer Coates still owes me an apology for all the stress he put me through, which 
had me thinking of committing suicide at times. It was a real struggle to fight against this evic- 
tion because I’m a cancer patient, and a senior citizen on disability.” — Lockwood Gardens tenant Ira Turner 
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“Before moving in, I received a call from 
someone in the OHA asking me if I could 
use a one-bedroom unit, and eventually 
moved into my current housing on 
December 3, 2005, after giving up $309 as 
a security deposit, and signing OHA docu- 
ments and submitting all the paperwork 
asked of me by the OHA.” 

But Turner found that Lockwood 
Gardens was not a safe haven for long. 
Only a few months after she moved in, 
she was unexpectedly subjected to dis- 
turbing, late-night visits from OHA police 
officers who threatened her with eviction. 
She said she was intimidated and fright- 
ened by these unsettling visits. 

“During April 2006, two policemen 
from the OHA came by late at night and 
told me I had to get out,” Turner said. “The 
OHA police told me I had to get out in 10 
days. It was Officer Jerold Coates who 
treated me real bad, and told me I had to get 
out of here. I believe that Officer Coates 
still owes me an apology for all the stress 
he put me through, which had me thinking 
of committing suicide at times. 

“It was a real struggle to fight against 
this eviction because I’m a cancer patient, 
and a senior citizen on disability. It was 
Jorge Aguilar of the Eviction Defense 
Center who kept checking in on me at 
times, and he was the one that really 
helped me get through this mess.” 

In a similar case of police mistreatment 
by the OHA in April 2006, Lockwood 
Gardens tenant Ms. Kelly stated, “I am a 
41-year-old woman with an 11-year-old 
child, and I am very frightened by the way 
the OHA has been treating me. I was terri- 
fied recently when the OHA police 
showed up at my door around 10 p.m. at 
night, accusing my family of committing 
fraud to move into this townhouse; and 
they served me a five-day notice to sur- 
render my home to the OHA, or else.” 

The experiences described by Turner 
and Kelly in regards to the OHA police 
coming by late at night to frighten them 
out of their housing, matches similar sto- 
ries described at the time by other tenants 
at Lockwood Gardens. 

Eviction Defense Center attorney Jorge 
Aguilar said, “This is a huge victory for 
the tenants who fought against their evic- 
tions, and I’m very happy for the families. 


The tenants: were all vindicated, and the 
proof is in the difference between the alle- 
gations originally made by the OHA and 
the recent results of the settlement negoti- 
ated with the tenants. All the families get 
to remain rent-free in their housing units, 
and that speaks for itself. 

“The OHA wanted to go down a one- 
way street the wrong way in this mass 
eviction proceeding, and it was wrong. 
They tried to force a conclusion that was 
not factual in the final conclusion.” 

A joint statement from the attorneys 
who represented the public housing ten- 
ants declared: “First and foremost, the 
public should try to keep in mind that 
cases are tried in courtrooms, not in the 
press. While the press is undoubtedly fun- 
damental on a number of levels in our 
society, it is not a substitute for the legal 
process, which is designed to ferret out 
the truth. For our clients, we are happy to 
report that the legal system unearthed the 
facts and these tenants can move forward 
with their lives.” 

In disagreeing with the court’s find- 
ings, OHA spokesperson Bronwyn Hogan 
said, “The OHA disagrees with the rul- 
ings of the court. However, it was sensi- 
ble to the OHA to settle this case, espe- 
cially when considering that it involved 
19 lawsuits which would end up being 
very expensive to litigate any further in 
the courts. We have made internal fixes to 
make sure this doesn’t happen again, 
including the installation of a new com- 
puter system that will alert us to problems 
in the waiting list.” 

When asked if the OHA has offered an 
apology to the tenants, Hogan said, “We 
are not contending that the tenants were 
involved in any wrongdoing, and the set- 
tlement shows that. We are treating the 
defendants like tenants now, and hopeful- 
ly our settlement to the tenants is a mes- 
sage that the tenants will find acceptable.” 

East Bay Community Law Center 
attorney Mark Janowitz said, “I think the 
OHA tried everything possible to evict the 
tenants from their housing in this case, 
despite the overwhelming evidence con- 
firming the tenants’ innocence. The OHA 
came to their senses and finally settled 
with all the families they wrongfully tried 
to evict. When tenants are able to obtain 


legal representation, they can fight the 
worst sort of accusations being thrown at 
them, such as what the OHA did to these 
tenants. I believe the entire community 
benefits from such organizations as the 
East Bay Community Law Center, the 
Eviction Defense Center, and attorneys 
like Bob Salinas who are willing to offer 
legal representation to those in need.’ 

Attorney Bob Salinas said, “The hard- 
est thing to understand about this case was 
knowing that the OHA had enough infor- 
mation to know the tenants were innocent 
of wrongdoing, but they pressed forward 
with their evictions anyway. I can’t under- 
stand why they would do that.” 

The Eviction Defense Center, East Bay 
Community Law Center, and private law 
firm of Sundeen Salinas and Pyle received 
$110,000 for the attorney time spent 
defending these cases, because of their 
work in upholding the public interest. 

The Oakland Housing Authority serves 
the housing needs of many thousands of 
low-income families in Oakland; ‘yet, in 
recent years, this much-needed agency has 
repeatedly been caught up in lawsufts and 
public disgrace. A look back at the recent 
history of OHA scandals, corruption, and 
mistreatment of low-income tenants raises 
the question as to whether something is 
fundamentally wrong with this agency. _ 

February 15, 2007: The City of 
Oakland sued the OHA, accusing it of 
being Oakland’s biggest slumlord, while 
claiming the OHA failed to properly 
maintain its properties. 

July 2006: Former OHA clerk Carolyn 
Wilson gained national media attention 
after being arrested near New Orleans and 
charged with 65 felony counts, as a result 
of fraud and corruption that occurred in an 
East Oakland OHA office. 

April 2006: Tenants described mis- 
treatment and harsh intimidation at the 
hands of OHA police when 34 families at 
Oakland’s Lockwood Gardens public 
housing complex faced eviction after 
being accused by OHA officials of fraud 
and bribery to obtain their public housing. 

1998 through 2002: The OHA’ 
received national media attention over .its 
use of the “One Strike Policy” while try- 
ing to evict four elderly public housing 


See Oakland Tenants Win page /5 


cea ttn ln pe a nk ren 


OS en ae 


September 2007 


STREET SPIRIT 


3 


Inhumane Plan to Dump Thousands from Waiting List 


The plan to dump more 
than 5,000 people from the 
BHA waiting list is a slap in 
the face to the elderly, poor 
and disabled families who 
have done everything right 
to stay on the list. 


by Lynda Carson 


n August 22, board members 

of the Berkeley Housing 

Authority (BHA) voted on a 

resolution to terminate the 
existing waiting list for low-income pub- 
lic housing. There was little to no advance 
warning that this was about to occur, and 
it caught housing advocates and appli- 
cants for public housing by surprise. 

On the surface, Berkeley’s plan to ter- 
minate its current housing assistance wait- 
ing list appears to be little more than a 
political statement claiming that things 
are getting better at the troubled agency, 
when in reality this plan does not seem to 
be a real solution to the problems in the 
BHA. 

The plan to dump more than 5,000 
people from the Berkeley Housing 
Authority waiting list is a slap in the face 
to all the elderly, poor and disabled fami- 
lies who have done everything right to get 
on the list, and stay on the list. 

Worse yet, it appears that the newly 
installed board members of the BHA have 
not come up with a viable plan that would 
guarantee that a new waiting list would be 
properly maintained in the future. 

Destroying the BHA waiting list does 


nothing to resolve the crisis for those 


needing assistance. It only makes the pre- 
sent scandal worse because this wholesale 
erasure of thousands of low-income appli- 
cants from the waiting list precisely hurts 
those that it was meant to assist. 
According to the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 


“Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) may 


establish local preferences for selecting 
applicants from its waiting list. As an 
example, PHAs may give a preference to 
a family who is homeless or living in sub- 
standard housing. Or for those who are 
paying more than 50 percent of their 
income for rent, or have been involuntari- 
ly displaced. Families who qualify for any 
such local preferences move ahead of 
other families on the list who do not qual- 
ify for any preference. Each PHA has the 


discretion to establish local preferences to » 


reflect the housing needs and priorities of 
its particular community.” 

In practice, the use of preferences 
means that people are being. bumped out 
of line all the time in housing authorities 
across the nation for various reasons, and 
this is nothing new to those familiar with 
the way PHAs are operated. It certainly 
does not mean that the housing authority’s 
waiting list needs to be destroyed or 
purged, and that everyone in line should 
be dumped from the waiting list, only to 
have to start all over again. 
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Send Donations to: 
Street Spirit 
1730 Franklin St., Suite 212 
Oakland, CA 94612 


Name: 
Address: 
City: 


HOLIDAY HOME Luke 16: 25 


Jos Sances painting, 33” x 33” 


A homeless man finds no home in this stark scene that warns us how many in our 
highly affluent society are left out in the cold, while others enjoy luxury homes. 


Thousands of people needing housing assistance in Berkeley 
have already patiently waited for as long as eight years, and 
many have done everything required of them by the BHA. 
They should not be punished and told to go to the back of - 


After the Hurricane Katrina disaster 
demolished housing and displaced thou- 
sands in the Gulf states, housing authori- 
ties across the nation ignored their current 
waiting lists to give preference to disaster 
victims who relocated to their regions; 
and this created a whole new set of prob- 
lems and resentment for those bumped out 
of line by Katrina’s victims. This same 
sort of scenario would play out in 
Berkeley, if a new list bumped everyone 
out of line, and new people were given 
their place. e 

In addition HUD says, “During the 
application process, the PHA will collect 
information on family income, assets, and 
family composition. The PHA will verify 
this information with other local agencies, 
your employer and bank, and will use the 
information to determine program eligi- 
bility and the amount of the housing assis- 
tance payment. If the PHA determines 
that your family is eligible, the PHA will 
put your name on a waiting list, unless it 
is able to assist you immediately.” 

Whether the waiting lists in Berkeley- 
have been properly maintained or not 
through the years, as long as the current 
people on the waiting list meet the eligi- 
bility requirements for housing assistance, 
and no one improperly bumps them up in 
line ahead of others, there should be no 
problems. The current waiting lists could 


Donate or Subscribe to Street Spirit! 


treet Spirit is published by the American Friends Service Committee. Homeless vendors rearn income and educate the community 
bout social justice issues. American Friends Service Committee shoulders the entire publishing costs to give our vendors a job provid- 
ing a positive alternative to panhandling. Please donate or subscribe to Street Spirit | Help us remain an independent voice for justice! 


1© Tenclose $25 for one year's subscription. : 
| CI I enclose a donation of 0 $100 0 $50 0 $ 25 


the line because of mismanagement in the agency. 


easily be updated if necessary when open- 
ings occur. 
Currently, the BHA website says: “The 


. BHA is not currently processing applica- 


tions from the wait list for new vouchers. 
This is because the BHA does not have 
funding available to provide new vouch- 
ers at this time. You will be contacted in 
writing, by mail, when your name reaches 
the top of the wait list and funds available 
for additional vouchers to be issued.” 

If no funds are available for those 
already on the current waiting list, and the 
BHA is not processing applications 
regardless of one’s status, one can only 
wonder what’s the point in spending tens 
of thousands of dollars to create a whole 
new waiting list. 

As it is, thousands needing housing 
assistance in Berkeley have already 
patiently waited for as long as eight years, 
and many have done everything required 
of them by the BHA to update their files 
when a change in status occurs. They 
should not be punished and told to go to 
the back of the line because of staff mis- 
management in the agency. 

Since the proposed purge is not being 
mandated by HUD, nor being demanded 
by any other oversight agency as a means 
of saving the Berkeley Housing 
Authority, this all sounds like another 
political blunder and a big waste of time 
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and money during a very crucial period 
for.the BHA’s scarce resources and needy 
clients. 

People should keep in mind that when 
the Oakland Housing Authority last 
opened up their waiting list in January 
2006, an astounding 40 percent of 
Oakland’s low-income families filed 
applications for housing assistance. 

If the BHA purges its current lists and 
starts taking new applications over the 
proposed five-day application period, they 
can expect way more than 5,000 low- 
-income families to apply for the new wait- 
ing list. When considering that it would 
take (new) BHA staff members a mini- 
mum of 15 minutes or more to prepare a 
new file for each client that just signed up 
for the new waiting list, this dubious ven- 
ture may easily end up costing $75,000 or 
more before the dust settles. 

Creating a new waiting list for the 
BHA would force everyone on the current 
list to start all over at the back of the line. 

It would be cost-prohibitive, and it is 
not a guaranteed solution to the problems 
of incompetence and mismanagement that 
have plagued this much-needed agency 
through the years. 

The City of Berkeley needs to respect 
those who are already on the BHA wait- 
ing lists, and stop wasting precious 
resources for political reasons that do not 
offer solutions. 


Lynda Carson is one of the founding mem- 
bers of Save Berkeley Housing Authority. 


“No Public Toilets” 


for the Homeless 


by Maureen Hartmann 


Mel’s Restaurant in Berkeley 
has taken down the warning, 
“No Public Toilets” which was 


underneath the polite message 

“Rest Rooms for Customers Only.” 
Maybe my talk with a manager 
about how the caution was degrading 
to homeless people, had effect... 

Last time I was there, it was gone. 
Thank goodness. 
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The Coalition on Homelessness Celebrates 
20 Years of Working for Justice in San Francisco 


In all of our work, we’re constantly 
listening and constantly learning and 


building towards a day when com- 
munities, working together, will end 
homelessness once and for all. 


The Coalition on Homelessness 


his year, the San Francisco Coalition on 
Homelessness celebrates 20 years of building a 
long-lasting legacy of compassionate programs 
and commitment to civil rights for poor and 
homeless people. What do you really know about the 
Coalition on Homelessness? Many people think of the 


Coalition as the group that’s not afraid to criticize the 


mayor’s policies, and know us as the one dissenting 
voice against unjust homeless policies. But you don’t 
survive 20 years by just saying “no.” 

It’s true that the Coalition is among the few groups 


free to speak out and to represent the concerns of people’ 


who are homeless. Even so, much of the Coalition’s 
work is in building programs, and acting as a communi- 
cation link between those without housing and the offi- 
cials who craft laws that affect their lives. 

Over the years, the Coalition has given birth to many 
new programs and has fought to protect services that serve 
the poorest San Franciscans — no matter which way the 
political winds are blowing. After two decades of organiz- 
ing, fighting, learning, and growing, the Coalition has built 
a legacy based on compassion for the poor, smart political 
strategizing, and a refusal to back down on our core inter- 
ests in civil and human rights and our deeply held belief 

that the poorest have a right to the city. 

Founded back in 1987, the Coalition on Homelessness 
was born in an era when service providers and homeless 
people were divided over city policy. Each lobbied offi- 
cials separately, each had their own plans and priorities. 
Eventually, people from both groups began to see the 
need for collaborating with a unified purpose: to plan 
with, advocate for, and organize among service 
providers, homeless people and the community at large. 

The hope was that if one group were to focus its ener- 
gies on finding common ground, focus its talents on lis- 
tening to and documenting the needs of both providers 
and clients of city services, maybe we could begin edu- 
cating the community and creating effective programs, 
while working together to put an end to homelessness. 

Through organizing homeless people and service 
providers, the concrete legacy of the Coalition includes 
creation of the Community Housing Partnership which 
now has over 300 units of permanent housing for home- 
less families and individuals. Over 50 percent of CHP’s 
paid staff are formerly homeless. 

The Coalition publishes the Street Sheet, one of the 
longest lasting street newspapers in North America, 
which has transferred over $7 million directly into the 


Art by Eliza Miller from The View from Here, published by COH. 


pockets of working homeless people. 

For 20 years, the Coalition has consistently advocated 
for community development, housing and jobs. Our 
advocacy efforts have pushed through hundreds of 
affordable housing units, and pushed for and won the 
local housing subsidy for homeless families that moves 
families out of shelters, hotels and the streets, and into 
housing in the private market. 

The Coalition successfully campaigned for treatment 
on demand that'resulted in an $8 million expansion in 


treatment options for homeless people suffering from 


addictive disorders. Our Civil Rights Project has defend- 


ed over 20,000 wrongly criminalized homeless people in - 


San Francisco’s courts. 

Through our shelter reform work, we helped create 
both the Shelter Advocate and Shelter Monitoring 
Committee; and we shored up gaping holes in the home- 
less service system by creating A Woman’s Place, the 
only city-funded, all-women’s homeless shelter, as well 
as several drop-in resource centers. 

The Coalition helped to found and staff the People’ S 
Budget Project, and acted as a watchdog tracking the city 
budget process to save and create key programs, such as 
Hospitality House and Buster’s Place, by locating fat and 
untapped revenue in the city budget. 

We passed key legislation, including the Shelter 
Monitoring Committee, which monitors conditions in 


Art Auction 


20th Anniversary Celebration 
Coalition on Homelessness 
September 13, 2007 
5:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. 
SomArts Gallery, 934 Brannan Street 
San Francisco 


Contact: Juan Prada: 415-346-3740 ext. 306; cell 759-5414; 
Director@cohsf.org 

Jennifer Friedenbach: 415-346-3740 ext. 317; od@cohsf.org 
Paul Boden: 415-621-2533; cell 430-7358: 
pboden @copper.net 


city-funded shelters, and Single Standard of Care, which 
ensures medically indigent individuals have equal access 
to psychiatric care. . 

Plus, the Coalition provides free phone, bathrooms 
and self-help services for homeless people, conducts out- 
reach among the homeless every day, and hosts weekly 
community meetings. 

In all of our work, we’re constantly listening ahd con- 
stantly learning and building towards a day when com- 
munities, working together, will end homelessness once 
and for all. 

On September 13, 2007, the Coalition will hold a 20th 
Anniversary Art Auction to raise needed funds for our 
organization. Our fiscal health depends upon contribu- 
tions from the general public; we accept no government 
money. Ours are programs and policies that are absolute- 
ly vital to the lives of homeless people, though they may 
not be as popular with a given mayoral administration. 
None of the money used to expand or create these pro- 
grams goes to the Coalition. What other homeless non- 
profit has survived two decades without taking a 1 penny 
in city, state or federal cash? 


Stop the Machine and Turn on the Dream 


Work Work Work... 


The greatest part of our 
life will be spent in inden- 
tured servitude to enrich 
those who’ve hardly 
worked at all. 


by Margot Pepper 


tudies have shown that the time 
S workers believe they have to them- 
selves really belongs to an authoritar- 
ian presence, particularly on week nights. 
For no apparent reason, the subject will up 
and leave a movie, a party, even a steamy 
moment of passion. In 97 percent of the 
cases, the explanation the subject gave was 
the same: “I have to work tomorrow.” 
Further, results have concluded that 
there's a dramatic increase in cell phone 
usage during work nights, television- 
watching, web-surfing and anti-depressant 


drug-ingesting, paralleled by an astounding 
decrease in learning behavior, and a 
strange affinity for traffic, collars, ties, high 
heels, panty hose and pancake make-up, 
even on stifling hot muggy afternoons. 

This has led experts to believe that the 
time a worker can likely claim as his or 
her own is in fact limited to weekends — 
though with the arrival of the unofficial 6- 
day work week, even this is in doubt. 

But supposing one does have a “good 
job” with weekends, holidays, benefits 
and two weeks of vacation: two days a 
week, your life belongs to you. Two days 
times 52 weeks in a year plus 10 days of 
vacation-leave plus the 9 official holidays 
equals 123 days of life per year. Now if 
one has gone to college and graduates in 
4.65 years, as per government statistics, 
and works full-time from the age of 22 
until a retirement age of 66, one can count 
on a total of 123 days times 44 years, or 
5,412 days of life during this period. 

In other words, the average “forty-hour” 
week worker is alive 5,412 days, or a little 


less than 15 years (14.82739726) from the 
time he or she is waiting for life to begin 
after graduation up until the time he or she 
is still waiting for life to begin not long 
before death. Fourteen years, nine months 
and a little over twenty-eight days. 

Let’s round this figure to the fifteen- 
year mark, because after all, in spite of 
statistics, people do get sick and some 
actually fail to show up at work when that 
happens. In fact, if you can manage to 
swing ten sick days a year and take two 
days off instead of one on Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, you could pull off 
16.2739726 years of life. That’s a bonus 
of over 1.4 years; and if you’re fired, this 
figure increases dramatically. 

There you have it folks: fifteen years 
of life, 8.25 years of which must be sub- 
tracted in that 44-year period if you’re an 
average 4.5 hour-a-day TV-watcher, 
according to Nielsen. So really, a total six 
and three-quarters years of life — provid- 
ed you can ignore work e-mail — twenty- 
one spent in purgatory waiting for this life 


and twenty-nine years of indentured servi- 
tude to enrich those who’ve hardly 
worked at all. 

So just don’t do it, is all. Join a union, 
organize a general strike for a 36-hour or 
less work week, engage in anti-work. 

Anti-work at something you love, 
something that will better our collective 
lives and bring down a system of primari- 
ly unnecessary, even harmful work — like 
business speculating, real estate, energy 
and health care gouging, writing or dis- 
seminating government propaganda, or 
designing nasty widgets for the sole pur- 
pose of blowing them and cuddly little 
children up. Stop the machine and turn on 
the dream — that’s the real work to be 
done in a society such as ours. 


Margot Pepper has been published by Utne 
Reader, Monthly Review, Znet, Counterpunch, 
San Francisco Bay Guardian, City Lights, 
Hampton Brown. Her memoir, Through the 
Wall: A Year in Havana, was a top nomination 
for the 2006 American Book Award. 
http://www.freedomvoices.org/pepper/index.htm 
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by Norman Solomon 


he problem with letting history 

judge is that so many officials 

get away with murder in the 

meantime — while precious few 
choose to face protracted vilification for 
pursuing truth and peace. 


A grand total of two people in the 
entire Congress were able to resist a 
blood-drenched blank check for the 
Vietnam War. Standing alone on Aug. 7, 
1964, senators Ernest Gruening and 
Wayne Morse voted against t the Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution. 

Forty-three years later, we don’t need to 
go back decades to find a lopsided instance 
of a lone voice on Capitol Hill standing 
against war hysteria and the expediency of 
violent fear. Days after 9/11, at the launch 
of the so-called “war on terrorism,” just one 

lawmaker — out of 535 — cast a vote 
against the ge ‘ering madness. 

“Howeve: difficult this vote may be, 
some of us mist urge the use of restraint,” 
she said to t 
The date was Sept. 14, 2001. 

She went on: “Our country is in a state 
of mourning. Some of us must say, Let’s 
step back for a moment, let’s just pause 
just for a minute, and think through the 
implications of our actions today so that 
this does not spiral out of control.” 

And, she said: “As we act, let us not 
become the evil that we deplore.” 

With all that has happened since then — 
with all that has spun out of control, with all 
the ways that the U.S. government has 
mimicked the evil it deplores — it’s stun- 


ning to watch and hear, for a single minute, 
, 


> House of Representatives. 


STREET SPIRIT 


Let Us Now Praise Lone 
Voices of Courage — 
And Learn from Them 


what this brave Congresswoman had to say. 


[See her speak on _ youtube at 
http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=Nf1N- 
y9Mbo4] 

After speaking those words, Rey. 
Barbara Lee voted no. And the fevered 
slanders began immediately. She was 


~ called a traitor. Pundits went crazy. Death 


threats came. 

Barbara Lee kept on keeping on. And 
nearly six years later, she’s a key leader of 
antiwar forces inside and outside 
Congress. In her own way, she is a politi- 
cal descendent of Sen. Morse, whose 


denunciations of the Vietnam War are 


equally inspiring to watch today. 

While the Vietnam War escalated, 
Morse appeared on Face the Nation as a 
lone voice of principled dissent, and asked: 
“Since when do we have to back our presi- 
dent, or should we, when the president is 
proposing an unconstitutional act?” 

In response to Morse, Face the Nation’s 
Peter Lisagor lectured that the Constitution 
gives the president sole responsibility for 
the conduct of foreign policy. 

Refuting the prevailing wisdom of the 
entire Washington power structure, Morse 


thunders back: “Couldn’t be more wrong. . 


You couldn’t make a more unsound legal 


‘ statement than the one you have just made. 


This is the promulgation of an old fallacy 


__ that foreign policy belongs to the President 


of the United States. That’s nonsense.” 

“To whom does it belong then, 
Senator?” Lisagor asks disapprovingly. 

“It belongs to the American people,” 
Sen. Morse shoots back. [See youtube at 
http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=JiLV- 
Xeh8bA] - 


George W. Bush waves a small flag in support of the Iraq wan in a scene shat the 
film '"War Made Easy: How Presidents and Pundits Keep Spinning Us to Death." 


The pretexts for starting the wars on 
Vietnam and Iraq preceded the pretexts for 
continuing them. While antiwar activism 
took hold and public opinion shifted against 
the war effort, the Congress lagged way 
behind. Today, the need for a cutoff of war 
funding remains unfulfilled. To watch 
rarely seen footage of Wayne Morse and 
Barbara Lee is to see a standard of decency 
that few of our purported representatives in 
Congress are meeting. 

There’s no point in waiting for mem- 
bers of Congress to be heroic. When 
we're blessed with the living examples of 
a few genuine visionaries in office, they 
should inspire us to realize our own possi- 
bilities. Ultimately, our own actions — 
and inaction — are at issue. 

“Incontestably, alas,” James Baldwin 
wrote a few years after the killing of 
Martin Luther King Jr., while the war in 
Vietnam still raged, “most people are not, 
in action, worth very much; and yet, every 
human being is an unprecedented miracle. 
One tries to treat them as the miracles 
they are, while trying to protect oneself 


against the disasters they’ ve become. This 


is not very different from the act of faith 
demanded by all those marches and peti- 


tions while Martin was still alive. One 
could scarcely be deluded by Americans 


U.S. Should Spend $720 Million a Day 
to End Poverty, Not to Fight Iraq War 


by Janis D. Shields, AFSC 


ongress should redirect the $720 
million a day the United States is 
spending on the Iraq war to pro- 
grams that reduce poverty at 
home, urged the American Friends Service 


Committee, responding to Census Bureau 


data released on August 28. 


“For $720 million, we could provide 
over 400,000 children with health care, or 
over a million children with free school 
lunches,” noted Joyce Miller, the American 
Friends Service Committee assistant gener- 
al secretary for justice and human rights. 
“America’s shameful poverty rate should 
lead everyone to ask ourselves how we 
want to spend our tax dollars — on war or 
on education, health care, job training, 
affordable housing, and the like.” 

About 36.5 million people — over 
one-third of them children — in the 
United States are officially “poor,” 
according to the new Census Bureau 
report, which covers data for 2006. 

The U.S. poverty rate declined slightly 
from 2005, but remains unacceptably 
high. Nearly one in eight people, or 12.3 


percent of the population, live in poverty. . 


_ About one in twenty people live in “deep 
poverty,” with an income less than one- 
half the poverty threshold. It also shows 
that median earnings of full-time, year- 
round workers declined for the third year. 


“The data also shows continued 


inequality and concentration of wealth,” 
said Roberta Spivek, AFSC national rep- 
resentative for economic justice. “On an 
income-distribution scale, the top twenty 
percent of households received 50.5 per- 


cent of income, while the lowest twenty ~ 


percent received just 3.4 percent.” 

“The impact of race, ethnicity and gen- 
der is extremely disturbing,” Spivek said. 
“Although the Hispanic poverty rate 
declined about one percent, Blacks and 
non-white Hispanics are about three times 
more likely than whites to be poor.” 

According to the data, 8.2 percent of 
non-Hispanic whites, 10.3 percent of 


Asians, 20.6 percent of Hispanics, and 


24.3 percent of Blacks are poor. 

“Being a single mother also has an 
alarming effect,” Spivek noted. “More 
than 28 percent of female-headed families 
with no husband present are in poverty, 
compared to about 5 percent for married- 
couple families.” 

Forty-seven million lacked health insur- 
ance last year, an increase of more than 2 
million. Hispanics, American Indians and 
Alaska Natives were three times more like- 
ly than whites to lack insurance. 

“Reducing poverty is not rocket sci- 
ence,” Miller noted. “We can go a long 
way by investing in education, health 
care, housing and job training; increasing 
the earned income and child tax credits; 
transforming minimum wages into. living 
wages; protecting workers’ rights to orga- 


nize; and strengthening the safety net after 
six years of Bush administration attacks.” 

“President Bush has threatened to veto 
modest increases in human-needs spending 
bills this fall because our nation can’t afford 
it,’ Spivek added. “It’s a question of politi- 
cal will and citizens’ action. It’s a question 
of redirecting our resources away from war 
and tax breaks for the highest-income 
households, toward the common good.” 

In July 2007, AFSC celebrated when 
millions of workers began receiving a 
higher minimum wage for the first time in 
ten years. The AFSC is a cofounder of the 
Let Justice Roll Living Wage Campaign, 
which helped win the federal raise and 
numerous state raises. 

AFSC’s figures on the cost of the Iraq 
war are based on an analysis done by 
Nobel Prize-winning economists Joseph 
Stiglitz and Linda Bilmes, of the Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard. The 
analysis includes $410 billion in Iraq sup- 
plemental funding bills, increases embed- 
ded in the Pentagon’s annual budgets and 
interest on the war debt. s 

The official poverty threshold in 2006, 
which many experts believe is too low, 
was $20,614 for a family of 4; $16,079 
for a family of 3; $13,167 for a family of 
2: and $10,294 for an individual. 

The AFSC, a co-recipient of the Nobel 
Peace Prize, has played a lead role in 
efforts to end the war since before the 
U.S.-led invasion of Iraq. 


anymore, one scarcely dared expect any- 
thing from the great, vast, blank generali- 
ty; and yet one was compelled to demand 
of Americans — and for their sakes, after 
all — a generosity, a clarity, and a nobili- 
ty which they did not dream of demanding 
of themselves.... Perhaps, however, the 
moral of the story (and the hope of the 
world) lies in what one demands, not of 
others, but of oneself.” 


Archival footage of Barbara Lee and 
Wayne Morse appears in the new documentary 
film "War Made Easy: How Presidents and 
Pundits Keep Spinning Us to Death," based on 
Norman Solomon's book of the same title. The 
full-length movie, narrated by Sean Penn and 
produced by the Media Education Foundation 
is available on DVD. 
http://www. WarMadeEasyTheMovie.org 
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The Bomb 
by Edvardo Ugolini 


The cruelty of some men 
has changed into hot brands 
brothers and sisters. 


The nothing they have created 
will heavily fall on them 

and will be the nothing 

of their conscience. 


(Hiroshima, 6.8.1945) 
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Deconstructing “Return to Sender” 


Rather than discourage 

migration, dangerous bar- 
riers and unenforceable, — 
cruel laws only contribute 


to the “‘illegal”’ status of 
needed workers, thus ren- 
dering them a cheap, prof- 
itable source of labor. 


by Margot Pepper 


ecently, sending a message of 

resistance to U.S. Immigration 

and Customs, the cities of 

Berkeley and Oakland adopted 
sanctuary city measures disallowing the 
use of city funds and staff time in aiding 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE). More than 60 sanctuary city initia- 
tives protecting immigrants have been 
promulgated in 21 states across the United 
States. 


Critics of immigration reform argue - 


that sanctuary proposals send the wrong 
message to immigrants who, they- argue, 
are responsible for eroding U.S. citizens’ 
living standards. They claim stiffer penal- 
ties and stronger barriers are the answer. 

Little publicized is the fact that actual- 
ly the opposite is true. Rather than posing 
a monumental problem, undocumented 
migration is a desired outcome of unequal 
international trade policies, boosting the 
living standards of U.S. citizens and 
enriching a powerful sector of the U.S. 
economy. 

Rather than discourage migration, dan- 
gerous but surmountable barriers and 
unenforceable, cruel laws only contribute 
to the “illegal” status of needed workers, 
thus rendering them a cheap, profitable 
source of labor. 

A Public Policy Institute of California 
report on February 27, 2007, by 
University of California, Davis, econo- 
mist Giovanni Peri demonstrates that, 
“During 1990-2004, immigration induced 
a 4 percent real wage increase for the 
average native worker. An increase in the. 
number of immigrants evidently increases 
the demand for tasks performed by native 
workers and raises their wages.” 

“Between 1990 and 2004, as the per- 
centage of immigrants in California’s 
labor force rose, immigration helped 
boost natives’ wages as much as 7 per- 
Cent, even giving a tiny bump to native 
high school dropouts,” reported Kristin 
Bender in the Oakland Tribune on 
February 28, 2007. 

But U.S. workers are not the biggest 
winners in the “immigrant sweeps-takes.” 
The greatest beneficiaries of cheap immi- 
grant labor, said Harvard economist 
George Borjas, are employers. It is widely 


known that undocumented immigrants are 


less likely to hold union jobs and are will- 
ing to work for wages under the minimum 
wage, without benefits and at jobs U.S. 
citizens are unwilling to accept. 

During an immigration peak in the 
United States from the third quarter of 
2001 to the present, the share of GDP 
going to corporate profits has soared from 
7.0 percent to 11.6 percent, while the 
share going to labor compensation 
declined by 2.4 percentage points, accord- 
ing to economist Edwin S. Rubenstein. 

One of the sources of the immigration 
surge was the implementation of the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) in the early 1990s. Thanks to 
protectionist measures like NAFTA, over 
an eight-year period, “Resource transfers 
from the poor to the rich amounted to 
more than $400 billion,” reported MIT 
professor Noam Chomsky in The Nation. 


Bracero in Train. Migrant worker arrives in Sacramento. 


Dorothea Lange photo 


Copyright the Dorothea Lange Collection, The Oakland Museum of California, City of Oakland. Gift of Paul S. Taylor. 


The bracero program was killed by labor organizers in 
1964, spearheaded by Ernesto Galarza, with the blessings 
of Cesar Chavez. According to journalist David Bacon, 
“Chavez later said he could never have organized the 
United Farm Workers until growers could no longer hire 


braceros during strikes.” 


“The World Bank reports that protec- 
tionist measures of the industrialized 
countries reduce national income in the 
South by about twice the amount of offi- 
cial aid to the region — aid that is itself 
largely export promotion,” Chomsky stat- 
ed. 

The losers in the game, of course, are 
working Mexicans. In Mexico, “Poverty 
has risen by over 50 percent during the 
first four years of NAFTA and wages in 
the manufacturing sector have declined,” 
reports the Data Center. 

A 2004 report published by the U.S. 
House of Representatives Committee on 
Ways and Means states that, “At least 1.5 
million Mexican farmers lost their liveli- 
hoods to NAFTA.” The situation is only 
expected to worsen in 2008 when Mexico 
is required to comply with a NAFTA 
deadline to totally eliminate its corn and 
bean import tariffs. A large sector of U.S. 
workers have also taken a big hit from 
NAFTA, as union jobs are farmed out 
overseas to non-union labor, widening the 
chasm between the rich and poor. 

Many policy experts predicted that the 
Mexican farmers displaced by NAFTA 
would migrate to the United States. 

Indeed, a comparison of U.S. censuses 
of 1990 and 2000 shows “the number of 


Mexican-born residents in the United : 


States increased by more than 80 per- 
cent,” states Jeff Faux in “How NAFTA 
Failed Mexico,” (The American Prospect, 
July 3, 2003.) “Some half-million 
Mexicans come to the United States every 
year; roughly 60 percent of them are 
undocumented. The massive investments 
in both border guards and detection equip- 
ment have not diminished the migrant 
flow; they have just made it more danger- 


ous. More than 1,600 Mexican migrants 

have died on the journey to the north.” 
While NAFTA is responsible for the 

latest “migration hump,” it is not the sole 


culprit. Practices by bodies like the World 


Trade Organization, “along with the pro- 
grams dictated by the International 
Monetary Fund and World Bank, have 
hélped double the gap between rich and 
poor countries since 1960,” reports Noam 
Chomsky in The Nation. 

The ensuing foreign debt deprives 
these countries from accumulating capital 
to develop competitive industries and has 
resulted in mass migration northward. 
This trend has been in operation for hun- 
dreds of years, as traditionally, there has 
been a migration trend originating in colo- 
nized countries toward the source of the 
economic disparities. 

Given the fact that the presence of 
undocumented workers enriches the cor- 
porate sector, particularly in developed 
countries, it is not unreasonable to con- 
clude that a powerful sector of the U.S. 
economy would be severely harmed 
should undocumented workers gain resi- 
dent status. In other words, part of the 


‘success of programs like NAFTA is the 


byproduct of cheap, undocumented labor, 
both native to Mexico and migrant. 

A little known, but related, fact is that 
draconian, unenforceable immigration 
policies, such as Operation Return to 
Sender, are actually products of NAFTA. 
After NAFTA was passed by Congress in 
1992, “the agreement raised concerns in 
the U.S. about immigration from south of 
the border,” according to “NAFTA, The 
Patriot Act and the New Immigration 
Backlash” by the American 
Anthropological Association. 


The greatest beneficiaries of 
cheap immigrant labor are 
employers. Undocumented 
immigrants are less likely to 
hold union jobs and are 
willing to work below the 
minimum wage, without 
benefits and at jobs citizens 
are unwilling to accept. 


To counter the predicted influx of 
Latin Americans, President Bill Clinton 
signed The Illegal Immigration Reform 
and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996. “The 1996 Welfare Reform bill 
included anti-immigrant and other mea- 
sures that eliminated many social services 
for undocumented immigrants,” the report 
states. The latest wave of ICE raids are a 
result of these long-term policies. 

The immigration reform bill under 
consideration in the Senate only strength- 
ens the trend toward higher returns at the 
expense of migrant labor by cutting off 
family ties and creating an even lower tier 
than today’s undocumented worker: the 
“guest worker” or bracero, whose legal 
status can be revoked by any whim of his 
employer. 

The bracero program was killed by 
labor organizers in 1964, spearheaded by 
Ernesto Galarza, with the blessings of 
Cesar Chavez. According to journalist 
David Bacon, “Chavez later said he could 
never have organized the United Farm 
Workers until growers could no longer 
hire braceros during strikes.” 

Chavez and the UFW knew that stem- 
ming the flow of immigration required 
offering a living wage, not only to both 
documented and undocumented workers 
within the United States, but to workers 
abroad as well. 

Recently, the deportation of 7-year-old 
Gerardo Espinoza, a top student at Rosa 
Parks school in Berkeley, whose only 
recourse to claim his right to education as 
a U.S. citizen was to remain behind as an 


orphan, reverberated in various newspa- — 


pers and Internet sites. 

The story struck -a chord because the 
case demonstrated that the vast majority 
of model immigrants who comply with 
current immigration policy are destined 
for outcomes as tragic as the separation of 
the Greek lovers Orpheus and Uridice. 

ICE’s latest Operation Return to 
Sender is nothing more than another 


. incentive to go underground. According 


to the Contra Costa Times and the San 
Francisco Chronicle, thousands of people 
have been detained in the Bay Area since 
the beginning of Operation Return to 
Sender, a campaign that has resulted in 
more than 18,000 arrests nationwide and 
the deportation of 800 immigrants in 
Northern California cities alone. 

Yet this has not deterred the coura- 
geous marches on May Ist by thousands 
of immigrants for the last couple years. 
By standing their ground, these 
Americans have every intention of com- 
plying with the current administration’s 
edict to “Return to Sender” since the 
“Sender,” or source of the “immigration 
problem,” lies not abroad, but on U.S. 
soil. 


Margot Pepper is a journalist and author 
whose work has been published by the Utne 
Reader, Monthly Review, Znet, Counterpunch, 
San Francisco Bay Guardian, City Lights, 
Hampton Brown and others. Her memoir, 
Through the Wall: A Year in Havana, was a 


top nomination for the 2006 American Book - 


Award. http://www.freedomvoices.org/pep- 
per/index.htm 
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The Age of Utopia: What if a President Ended Poverty 


I, President of the United 
States, and How I Ended 


Poverty. 
A True Story of the Future. 


by Michael Stoops, National 
Coalition for the Homeless 


he inspiration for this pledge and 
initiative to end poverty in 
America in the 21st Century 
comes from Upton Sinclair’s 
powerful work, “I, Governor of California 
and How I Ended Poverty. A True Story of 
the Future.” We truly hope this will inspire 
and educate the candidates running for 
President of the United States in 2008. 


Day, I, 
President = (fill in the 
blank) hereby proclaim that I will 
no longer accept homelessness and 
poverty in this rich country. 

One in eight Americans lives in pover- 
ty and the numbers are rising. Our politi- 
cal parties either cater to the rich or to the 
~ middle class, leaving the low-income pop- 
‘ ulation behind. 


On Inauguration 


I, like Presidents Franklin Delano : 


Roosevelt and Lyndon Baines Johnson 
before me, declare poverty to be one of 
the biggest issues facing America. I will 
set benchmarks for eliminating poverty. 
* Let’s call it an adjustment of American 
priorities that will take place not in ten 
years, but in my first term in office. 

To pay for this, we will end our legacy 
of imperialism, and use the money to 
address our new priorities here at home. 

THE First 24 Hours 
_ After finishing my Inaugural speech, I 
will return to the White House lawn 
where I will pitch a tent and live outside 
until we achieve the goal of ending pover- 


ty in America. I’ll take along my cell . 


phone and a laptop, so I can conduct the 
country’s business. The First Lady (or 
Spouse) will join me as well. 


THE First 100 Days 


I will forego my $400,000 annual 
salary and instead will be your President 
working at a minimum-wage salary. In 
other words, I will be making $7.00 an 
hour, as per the established federal mini- 
mum wage regulations. Doing the math, if 
I work at least 40 hours a week for 52 
weeks of the year, I will earn about 
$379,616 less than my predecessor. 

I will not move back inside the White 
House until every American is permanent- 
ly housed. I will then start to pay rent like 
any other American, 30 percent of my 
minimum wage salary. 

| also will invite my closest neighbors, 
the homeless people living across the 
street in Lafayette Park, to stay in the. var- 
ious unused bedrooms in the White House 
in what can only be called the best 
“Public Housing in the Country.” 

EMERGENCY MEASURES 

Homeless emergency shelters will still 
be around, but they will function instead 
more like the emergency rooms of hospi- 
tals, where you stay as long as you need 
to. I will order every government building 
to stay open at night so they can function 
as emergency night shelters. 

I will ask churches, synagogues, tem- 
ples, and mosques to do the same. 

Children, who make up 25 percent of 
the overall homeless population, will be 
the first ones to get help. If not helped, 
these children are destined to become the 
homeless adults of the future. 


All local, state and federal elected pub- - 


lic officials shall be required to spend a 
week living on the streets in the largest 
city in their respective home states until 


Art by Christa 
Occhiogrosso 


I will not move back inside the White House until every 
American is housed. I also will invite my closest neighbors, 
homeless people living across the street in Lafayette Park, 


to stay in the White House’s unused bedrooms. 


every American is housed. They will be 


offered the same benefit levels as the 
poorest among us with food stamps and 
the same health care offered to those on 
Medicaid/Medicare. 

We will ask Congress to reduce the 
salary of every federal elected officehold- 
er and those approved by the Congress for 
the federal executive branch to the same 
monthly salary received by those on 
Social Security disability. 

A compromise could be to increase the 
disability payments to a more reasonable 
level that will allow many of these indi- 
viduals to live without the fear of having 


to move into a shelter. This will keep fed- | 


eral officeholders in touch with the 12.7 
percent, or almost 40 million Americans, 
who live below the poverty line. 

I will ask Congress to pass federal leg- 
islation making it illegal for cities to adopt 
laws targeting homeless people for acts 
such as sleeping, camping, sitting, or pan- 
handling. I am forced to do this, as no city 
is able to shelter all its homeless citizens. 

Every homeless person who so desires 
will receive a laptop computer donated by 
the computer companies so they can con- 
nect with the rest of the world and use the 
Internet to help them get out of their 
homelessness/low income status. 

As our nation’s carmakers are strug- 
gling and sales are lagging, every home- 
less/low income person should get a free 
fuel-efficient car for either driving to 
work or living inside it. 

Coffee shops should give homeless 
people one free cup of coffee daily. All 
coffee shops will henceforth be designat- 
ed as “homeless-friendly” businesses 
serving the public interest in exchange for 
their unreasonably high prices. 

Wal-Mart, the nation’s largest private 
employer, will be unionized at the 
request/demand by their so-called “‘associ- 
ates.” Their employees will become full- 
time workers (40 hours a week), and they 


will finally receive health insurance. I will 
support the expansion of unions to repre- 
sent all workers by reducing all corporate- 


friendly barriers to union organizing. 


LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS 


I will restore the federal low income- 
housing budget to what it was back in 
1979 — $83 billion annually compared to 
$33.6 billion today. I will work with the 
mayors of American cities to create a fed- 
eral housing policy. 

The countless abandoned buildings 
which plague our inner cities will be 
turned over to nonprofits or municipalities 
who will provide the resources and train- 
ing necessary to enable homeless/low 
income people to repair and move into 
these homes. This will be a 21st Century. 
version of the Homestead Act of 1860. 

Victims of domestic violence, a lead- 
ing cause of homelessness among women, 
will no longer be forced to flee their 
homes, winding up on the streets or in 
shelters. Rather, the victims will stay put 
in their own homes, and the batterers will 
be sent either to jail or to shelters 
designed just for them. 

People released from prison will be 
guaranteed admission into halfway houses 
with appropriate employment and case 
management and counseling services. 
This will put an end to the established 
practice of releasing prisoners to the 
streets without support, setting them up 
for failure. This same policy will hold for 
men and women graduating from mental 
health/alcohol treatment centers. 

The minimum wage will henceforth be 
replaced by a universal living wage. A 
salary cap shall be placed on anyone whose 
goal is to become a CEO or just rich. 

New charters will be written for every 
corporation doing business in America so 


their impact on the community will be fac- 


tored into their bottom line. So, the amount 
of pollution, layoffs, and salaries so low 


After my Inaugural speech, 
I will return to the White 
House lawn where I will 


pitch a tent and live outside 
until we achieve the goal of 
ending poverty in Amer’ca. 


that they require government assistance 
would be factored into their bottom-line 
profit-and-loss statement for investors. 

I will come up with a 21st Century ver- 
sion of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 
Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
and Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). I 
got my inspiration for this approach from 
the words of the late President Ronald 
Reagan who said, “I think the best possi- 
ble social program is a job.” 

Health insurance will be provided free 
or low cost if you are homeless/low 
income. It will remain expensive if you 
happen to be rich. 

For homeless/low income people with 


disabilities, I declare these citizens are 


entitled to treatment on demand for men- 
tal health and substance abuse issues. 

Expensive residential treatment pro- 
grams catering to celebrities and athletes 
(e.g. Betty Ford Treatment Center in 
California) shall set aside 25 percent of 
their treatment beds for homeless/low 
income people at no cost. 

As Commander-in-Chief, I make a 
commitment that any person who serves 
their country in our armed forces shall not 
be allowed to become homeless. 

State and federal voting laws will be lib- 
eralized, thereby making it easier for home- 
less/low income people to vote. No photo 
ID or mailing address may be required. I 
will establish a separate branch of govern- 
ment to oversee elections. This branch will 
be independent and not subject to the politi- 
cal whims of current officeholders. 

I hope to open up the electoral process 
so that my successor in 2016 could be a 
homeless/low income person. I would like 
to hear political parties talking about 
neglecting the rich and serving homeless 
people and low-income citizens in the 
future. The only way that this will be done 
is if elections are not bought and sold by 
the corporate and privileged class. 

Poor people will be exempt from all 
taxes. When they break over the federal 
poverty guideline, then they pay taxes. 


ATTACKING THE ROOT CAUSES: 


I will ask Congress to adopt the right to 
housing like many other countries from 
around the world. We will now promise 
every American the right to housing and 
health care, even if they cannot afford it. 

Welfare and food stamps will no 
longer be necessary, as every American 
will have a guaranteed annual income. 

Since an education is the best way to 
break out of poverty, a two or four-year 
college education will now be free (in 
exchange for national service) as young 
people are our future. 

Congress will issue an apology for 
allowing poverty to grow and for permit- 
ting people to be trapped in poverty for so 
long in the richest nation in the world. 

A new museum will be built along the 
Mall in the nation’s capital. The “Museum 
on Poverty” will remind Americans how 
poverty remained unchecked in the last 
century and for the first ten years of this 
new one. Poverty is something of our 
past, not of the-present or our future. 


Michael Stoops is acting executive director 
of the National Coalition for the Homeless. 
Part I described Upton Sinlair’s campaign to 
end poverty in California. It appeared in the 
June 2007 Street Spirit as: “A Brave Candidate 
Who Tried to Abolish Poverty.” 


Not a single person repre- 
senting the City of Santa 
Cruz was willing to meet 
with protesters during the 
entire week they were 
gathered outside City Hall. 


by Linda Ellen Lemaster 


omies for the Homeless 
launched a protest on Sunday, 
August 12, at Santa Cruz City 
Hall, both to train homeless 
people how to respond to and document 
police bullying under the unconstitutional 
Santa Cruz Sleeping Ban, and to sign up 
interested sleepers as plaintiffs in the 
forthcoming lawsuit masterminded by 
local civil rights attorney Kate Wells. 

This protest ultimately proved to be an 
unexpected victory. Originally it was 
intended as a rally and speak-out that 
would culminate with a one-night sleep- 
over; plus, some folks wanted a meeting 
with the mayor and vice-mayor of Santa 
Cruz. Once participants realized the grow- 
ing interest and commitment among City 
Hall sleepers, “Homies for the Homeless” 
buckled down and began working along- 
side everyone who came to arrange for 
safe space, welcoming both protesters and 
non-protesting homeless people to sleep 
there together at night. 

This arrangement lasted for six days, 
from August 12 to 18, on the lush lawn of 
Santa Cruz City Hall’s garden campus, 
wrapped around with a low stone wall, 
until police came on August 18 at 3 a.m. 
and rousted sleepers, ticketing some. 

Before they got those marching orders, 
police officers visiting City Hall campers 
had been mostly friendly and were pro- 
viding helpful information. Suddenly, the 
winds of polity changed, and police were 
ordered to disband the growing self-made 
community. The presence of the sleepers, 
and their anti-sleeping-ban persistence, 
must have hit a nerve, even though City 
Hall was mostly closed for vacation 
throughout August. 

In the face of the bust, people decided 
to keep their connections alive and to con- 
tinue their alliances, setting plans to meet 
in the next two days, even as some were 
given citations by the police and all were 
scrambling to protect their belongings. 
There was a grace about the small tent 
city that allowed the voices of homeless 
people to grow and carry into mainstream 
society for that short week. 

Ultimately, strong new supporters and 
allies joined the original organizers in 
their quest to move the long struggle 
against the anti-sleeping ordinance (MC 
6.36.010) into court. The local law bans 
and punishes sleeping anywhere in public 
at night. Rally organizers maintain that 
the law is unconstitutional, and mean. 

Meanwhile, for six dynamic days, a 
small group of homeless people did not 
have to continue hiding and living in fear; 
they took charge of the quality of their 
lives, blossoming together in the freed 
space. 

This end-of-summer gathering was not 
the first such group to pitch tents on City 
Hall grasses and boldly confront the 
bureaucracy with the reality of their 
shared lives. This summer’s diverse group 
follows a long tradition of demonstrations 
held to alert fellow citizens about the 
absurdity of enforcing the sleeping ban. 

Since 1978, groups in Santa Cruz have 
often picked those same City Hall gardens 
to connect with each other and to reach 
the public. The folks who assembled this 
August seemed very dynamic. The partic- 
ipants were caring and open with each 
other, and thus were able to create a coop- 
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erative democracy together. 

It may. have been the creation of a real 
community, a “living body” as it were, 
that led the City to reverse its tolerance 
and clear everyone out in the wee hours. I 
believe the emergence of such a commu- 
nity frightens the need for control of many 
citizens and their elected managers. 

Hostile and untrue anti-homeless 
smears surfaced in the public, and were 
published in the daily newsprint and over 
the Internet just before those early-morn- 
ing busts. This was hardly a new response 
from the general public; but it perhaps 
brought these feelings more out into the 
open, and revealed an ever-worsening 
malice towards homeless people. 

“Homies for the Homeless began this 
list of Seven Victories shortly after the 
police raided their peaceful demonstration 
August 18 at 3 a.m.,” Robert Norse, a 
longtime civil rights organizer, told me. 

“The campers and sleepers on the lawn 
at City Hall provided a protective area for 
other homeless people for six nights. They 
used the democratic process in a direct and 
inspirational way to gather pages of signa- 
tures for presentation to Mayor Reilly, who 
put off meeting with them until after the 
police had driven them away. They trained 
each other in how to deal with police wake- 
ups in the future by demanding of police a 
legal place to sleep or the right to be left 
alone, per the Jones decision.” 

Norse continued citing the list of 
accomplishments of the six-day vigil: 
“They prompted the first decent story in 
the city’s only (daily) newspaper on the 
lethal mix of totally inadequate summer 
shelter and police enforcement of an abu- 
sive law. And they’ve encouraged home- 
less people to document SCPD, Park 
Ranger, Downtown Hosts, Boardwalk 
security thugs and merchant discrimina- 
tion or abuse, ‘rather than slink away into 
the night,’ to quote a camper. They’ve 
strengthened ties and raised spirits among 
the (larger) homeless community for the 
next stage of protest — to be done both on 
the streets and in the courts. 

“Lastly, they drew from the homeless 
community for their own leadership and 
organization. I saw this process of strug- 
gle where homeless people became inde- 
pendent of poverty pimps, liberal 
‘helpers’ and radical writers, (including) 
myself,” observed Norse, known for his 
in-your-face Free Radio program and his 
acerbic writing about local events. “And 
they fed and took care of each other for a 
week in the face of a hypocritical and hos- 
tile police response.” 

Norse and other on-site observers 


“NO SLEEP TIL JUSTICE.” A protest placard challenges City Hall. 
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Santa Cruz Mayor Emily Reilly missed out on a chance to 
move local homeless politics into the 21st century. But she 
did not offer emergency shelter for homeless people who 


sought refuge at the City Hall sleep-out; nor would she call 
off the police, who were told to issue sleeping ban tickets. 


counted from 18 to 35 sleep-over campers 
during the week, with the numbers occa- 
sionally swelling, as homeless people still 
sleeping in secret came to visit at times. 

The opening program on Sunday, 
August 12, was created by the grassroots 
community groups Homeless United for 
Friendship and Freedom (HUFF), Human 
Rights Organization (HRO) and Society 
for Artistic Freedom (SAFE). India Jose 
provided his famous soup for everyone. 
HUFF and its allies were able to offer 
movies, thanks to Guerilla Drive In’s 
Rico Thunder, with a special showing on 
the walls of City Hall. 

Whenever people began to seem 
bleary-eyed during the speak-out or after 
soup, Valerie Christy charged up the gath- 
ering with her dynamic guitar and folk 
songs, including homeless camping bal- 
lads. Her energy is SAFE’s anchor. SAFE 
started its sing-alongs on Pacific Avenue 
in downtown Santa Cruz early in 2004 
and now is singing three evenings a week, 
effectively creating temporary “safe 
spots” for people to congregate down- 
town. Christy’s energy literally lit up the 
crowd at City Hall on August 12. 

Special guests from the Los Angeles 
Community Action Network joined 
“Homies for the Homeless,” with a video 


of their recent struggles to uphold the civil 
rights of homeless people in Los Angeles. 
[For more information about the L.A. 
Community Action Network, see 
http://www.cangress.org/] 

With support from the ACLU, L.A. 
homeless advocates won the Jones deci- 
sion on April 14, 2006, a significant court 
victory aimed at ending the criminaliza- 
tion of people forced to sleep on the 
streets. In Jones v. City of Los Angeles, 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals struck 
down enforcement of a city ordinance that 
allowed police to arrest people for sleep- 
ing on the streets when no shelter was 
available. 

The Jones decision was a key reason 
for the outreach event. It makes the. point 
that many people are forced to lie and 
sleep on city streets; and therefore, it is 
self-evident that they should not be treat- 
ed as criminals simply because shelter is 
unavailable and housing is unaffordable. 


The Jones ruling will prove challenging © 
for people and institutions who can’t . 


adapt to the reality that every day more 
people become homeless, generally. 
through no fault of their own. 

“The City is violating Jones every 
night,” Norse asserted emphatically. “The 


See Santa Cruz Sleep-Out page 9 
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End the 
Santa Cruz 
Sleeping Ban 


In this tourist town, there is a 
de facto strategy to push the 
visible homeless population 
out of town, or further under- 
ground. The business commu- 
nity is less cagey about their 
hatred of the homeless. 


An open letter to the Santa Cruz City 
Council regarding the sleeping ban 


by Wes Modes 


Dear Mayor, Vice-Mayor, and 


Esteemed City Council Members: 


For the most part, I don’t have any illu- 
sions that you will respond positively to 
either urgent pleas or well-reasoned argu- 
ments from mere citizens who are uncon- 
nected to business interests in this town. 
At least that’s the impression I’ve 
received after a long string of fights in 
which city council has consistently sided. 
with moneyed interests over grassroots 
efforts. Struggles that come to mind: 
police spying, downtown public plaza, 
hotel] development, minimum-wage 

_ increase, boardwalk expansion, and of 
course, the downtown ordinances and the 
sléeping ban. 

However, in my own Quixotic way, I 
keep trying to reach you. Perhaps, this 
request will resolve the open question of 
whether you indeed represent the people 
or only the institution of city government. 

Please immediately end the sleeping 
ban. 

The Jones v. City of Los Angeles deci- 
sion in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled that criminalization of homelessness 
amounted to cruel and unusual punish- 
ment. In the words of the judge writing 
the majority decision: “The Eighth 
Amendment prohibits the City from pun- 
ishing involuntary sitting, lying, or sleep- 
ing on public sidewalks that is an 
unavoidable consequence of being human 
and homeless without shelter in the City 
of Los Angeles.” 

Clearly, in a town that can nightly 
house a mere fraction of the homeless 
population, the decision applies to Santa 
Cruz as well. Each night that the sleeping 
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A homeless man sleeps on a tarp at the sleep-out held at the Santa Cruz City Hall from August 12-18, 2007. 
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The sleep-out was held to protest the sleeping ban which treats the human need to sleep as a criminal act. 


ban remains, the city makes itself vulnera- 
ble to a class action lawsuit. 

It seems obvious that in this tourist 
town that there is in place a de facto strat- 
egy to either push the visible homeless 
population out of town, or further under- 
ground. The business community is less 
cagey about their hatred of the homeless. - 

When it comes to national issues, the 
Santa Cruz City Council has always been 
impressively proactive and progressive. 
War, environment, corruption, whatever 
the debate, as long as it doesn’t affect 
local business, the city council is on the 
humane and compassionate side of the 
issue. But when it comes to local issues, 
the city council has made downright 
regressive policy. 

Like something out of a dystopian sci- 
fi movie, the message is loud and clear, if 
you are not part of the system, you are a 
criminal. In this sleepy little liberal town, 
sleeping outside is a crime. And anyone 
who falls off of the treadmill of earn-and- 
spend (by accident or choice) — anyone 


Like something out of a dystopian sci-fi movie, the message is loud and clear: 
|if you are not part of the system, you are a criminal. In this sleepy little liberal 
town, sleeping outside is a crime. And anyone who falls off of the treadmill of 

| earn-and-spend (by accident or choice) might well find themselves in jail. 


who can’t afford five, six, seven hundred 
dollar rents in Santa Cruz — might well 
find themselves in jail. 

But the city government and your 
moneyed constituency are going to have 
to wake up to the economic realities of 
living in 21st century America. The gap 
between the richest and the poorest in this 
society continues to grow and the number 
of poor people continues to increase. 
Even here in Santa Cruz. Very soon, there 
will be nowhere left to push the undesir- 
ables and eventually they will begin to 
push back. 

Beyond just an issue of boring old 
poverty (yes, we should do something 
about that, shouldn’t we?), there is a fun- 
damental issue at stake: the basic freedom 
to exist on this planet outside of the sys- 
tem. 


Sincerely, 
Wes Modes 


Santa Cruz Sleeping Ban 


The Santa Cruz sleeping ban, MC 
6.36.010a, makes it illegal to sleep out- 
| side or in a vehicle between the hours 
of 11 p.m. and 8:30 a.m. 


MC 6.36.010b, known as the blanket 
ban, makes it illegal to set up any bed- 
ding, even just having a blanket, 
between 11 p.m. and 8:30 a.m. 


MC 6.36.010c, the camping ban, 
states that setting up any sleeping or 
cooking equipment with the intent to 
remain in that location overnight, is 
against the law. 


People in violation of these laws face 
$95 tickets. Although the tickets may 
be dismissed in court, rangers and 
police regularly destroy or confiscate 
items belonging to homeless people, 
wake them up while sleeping, harass 
them and drag them through a 
revolving-door court system. 


Santa Cruz Sleep-Out 


from page 8 


City’s long-term purpose seems thinly dis- 
guised: to discourage homeless and poor 
people from being in Santa Cruz at all, and 
to allow decencies only to those willing to 
spend money. Meanwhile, the Jones deci- 
sion says you can’t arrest for sleeping or 
keeping warm with a blanket in a situation 
where inadequate shelter exists.” 

Shelter is often unavailable in Santa 
Cruz. The police had nowhere in the city 
to send folks camped at City Hall where 
they would be allowed to sleep legally. 
Some officers spoke frankly about this 
fact. Yet, city officials gave the orders to 
disband the homeless sleep-out, and the 
police carried out the orders. 

Norse said he was phoned around 3:00 
a.m. on August 18 and got down to City 
Hall by 3:30, when the first wave of 
police had come through, checking IDs, 
issuing warnings, and dispersing the less- 
committed homeless sleepers or those 
with jobs later that day. 

“The officers did not disagree when 


longtime homeless people told them the 
information they were giving was largely 
false and unhelpful,” Norse said. “They 
also did not look terribly happy doing 
what they did.” 

Norse was quick to illustrate the con- 
tradiction between the peaceful, problem- 
solving gathering, and the suddenly face- 
less police officers doing their jobs. 

Another camper told me that police 
threatened to confiscate and destroy prop- 
erty instead of holding it — which is 
required by laws both old and recent. This 
is also a constitutional issue; it was impor- 
tant to the founding fathers, after years 
living under the guns of King George and 
corporate mercenaries. 

Attorneys David Beauvais and Kate 
Wells are preparing a lawsuit. Our com- 
munity is still thousands of dollars short 
of the amount needed to pay court fees, 
expert testimony, depositions, and such, 
but people are beginning to awaken. 
Organizers hope the initial phase of a law- 
suit can be filed in the next two months. 

Homies for the Homeless and the sleep 
protest created a surge in this lawsuit’s 
plaintiff list, from 28 people before 


August 12, to over 40 by August 18. 

Before the bust, everyone at the vigil 
helped each other. Crow, a Rainbow 
Family veteran, drummer and carpenter 
extraordinaire, provided his own vehicle 
and a makeshift toilet initially. _ 


Then, on the following nights, Donna 


Deiss and Shane Maxfield opened their 
RV home’s bathroom for nighttime use. 
Donna, a longtime tenant rights organizer, 
is now homeless herself after helping 
many people keep their homes; Shane is a 
great techie with a long history of helping 
poor people. The fact that they even need- 
ed to help organize toilets for this event 
becomes more poignant in light of the 
City’s unwillingness to permit the nearby 
public bathroom to be open and super- 
vised at night during the protests, despite 
the Human Rights Organization’s advance 
efforts to arrange it. 

Santa Cruz Mayor Emily Reilly and 
Vice Mayor Ryan Coonerty missed out on 
an opportunity to move local homeless 
politics into the 21st century. They did not 
offer emergency shelter for those home- 
less people who sought refuge at the City 
Hall sleep-out; nor did they call off the 


police, who were told to issue $97 sleep- 
ing ban tickets. 

A more positive response on the part of 
city officials could have averted great 
amounts of hateful name-calling by igno- 
rant individuals. Or perhaps the politi- 
cians could have done the simple, humane 
thing of allowing homeless folks for once 
to shelter themselves as best they can. 

No one representing the City of Santa 
Cruz was willing to meet with protesters 
during the week they were gathered out- 
side City Hall. Protesters devised their 
own group sanitation, which proved to be 
cost-effective and user-friendly, and orga- 
nized their own community and sleeping 
arrangements. Is this why the August 
2007 overnight demonstration, the first in 
years, had to go? 


Homeless United for Friendship and 
Freedom (HUFF) meets Wednesdays from 
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the breezeway 
between the County Building and the 
Courthouse, north corner, (831) 423-4833. To 
help overturn the City’s sleeping ban in court, 
make checks out to CD Inc. Mail to: Housing 
Now! in Santa Cruz, PO Box 1735, Santa 
Cruz, CA 95061. www.humanrightsorg.org 
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by Wade Hudson 


network of holistic, home- 
based communities could help 
transform the social system 
that is leading the world into 
one disaster after another. By growing an 
inclusive, democratic, joyous and loving 
community, we could motivate the dis- 
couraged, sustain the committed, and 
improve our effectiveness. Steady, com- 
prehensive, progressive change could 
place us on the path to a new society. 

In the modern world, people survive by 
becoming ego-centered, specialized, iso- 
lated instruments. Progressives need to 
offer real alternatives to this lifelessness. 

To deepen our sense of community, 
two steps are crucial: 1) a clear consensus 
on a moral worldview, and; 2) a shared 
commitment to self-improvement, mutual 
support, community service, political 
action, and the celebration of life. With 
these measures, we could promote a new 
purpose for the human family and steadily 
reform our selves, our institutions, and 
our culture to serve that purpose. 


First STEPS 


To my knowledge, no community cur- 
rently adopts the holistic approach pro- 
posed here. But many organizations use 
one or more of the recommended meth- 
ods. So existing organizations could easi- 
ly implement a holistic strategy by sup- 
plementing their activities. 

One scenario would be for members of 
a progressive-minded organization that 
already has a diverse membership — such 
as a political campaign, labor union, or 
community of faith — to initiate this new 
project. 

Another scenario would be for two 
friends to initiate the project as an informal 
association. They would invite a friend or 
relative who enriches their diversity. This 
process of inviting one person at a time 
would continue until a diverse group of 12 
or so people had formed. Ethnic and racial 
inclusiveness at the outset would help 
develop a more powerful voice. 

The initial organizing committee 
would convene monthly gatherings with a 
shared meal and a support group meeting, 
during which members would enjoy each 
other’s company and report on their 
efforts at self-improvement, community 
service, and political action, as well as 
recent bad news and good news in their 


A Vision of New Holistic 
Communities Dedicated to 
Changing an Unjust World 


Holistic communities rooted in nonviolence and 
democracy can work simultaneously for personal 
transformation and global social change. 


personal lives. They might agree that what 
they say would be kept confidential. 

In these ways, they would celebrate 
life, consciously help each other become 


better persons, and establish a model fora. 


holistic, home-based community. 

Early on, this organizing committee 
would compose a “What We Believe” 
statement for the network. (NOTE: A pos- 
sible draft for such a statement is in the 
sidebar on page 11.) It would be short 
enough to fit on one page and would 
address the following points. 


SELF-IMPROVEMENT 


An explicit commitment to self- 
improvement is basic. By regularly dis- 
cussing our personal-growth efforts, we 
remind ourselves to pay attention to those 
issues and provide one another with sup- 
port and encouragement. 

Snapping out of egoism can happen 


‘instantly, like waking from a dream, but 


often it’s not easy. Facing and accepting 
our weaknesses can help us learn how to 
be present, attentive, spontaneous, hum- 
ble, and responsive to the needs of others. 

As the Dalai Lama has written, “There 
are two things important to keep in mind: 
self-examination and self-correction. We 
should constantly check our attitude toward 
others, examining ourselves carefully, and 
we should correct ourselves immediately 
when we find we are in the wrong.” 

Too often, however, progressive 
activists lack emotional self-awareness. So 
we become arrogant, judgmental, self-cen- 
tered, self-serving, power-hungry, fearful, 
angry, agitated, strident, vitriolic, dogmatic, 
impatient, unrealistic, competitive, lifeless, 
intellectual, uptight, racist, sexist, homo- 
phobic, domineering, and/or dehumanizing. 

Consequently, our political work rein- 
forces the individualistic, competitive ways 
that are perpetrated by the dominant soci- 
ety. My anger and my desire for power 
become central. The needs of others 
become secondary. Progressive organiza- 
tions that aim to foster a sense of communi- 
ty among their members need to clearly 
affirm that among their top-level goals is 
the promotion of self-improvement. 


COMMUNITY SERVICE 


As envisioned here, all members of a 
network of holistic, home-based communi- 
ties would directly assist not only one 
another, but also strangers who have unmet 
pressing needs. Middle-class political 


activists easily get caught up in the abstract 
world of ideas and lose touch with social 
realities. And progressive practitioners of 
self-development often become addicted to 
self-centered navel-gazing. 

Disciplined, regular service to others 
can be a moral practice that cultivates 
self-awareness, knowledge of the external 
world, and the ability to achieve a higher 
morality. People benefit from venturing 
away from their comfortable circle of 
family and friends by, for example, deliv- 
ering food through Meals on Wheels or 
working on a soup line. Among other ben- 
efits, doing so can prompt those who pro- 
vide such services to notice and overcome 
instinctive prejudices. 

The principal reason for providing 
these services, however, is that so many 
people need assistance. It is imperative to 
lend an immediate, direct, helping hand to 
individuals who are severely disadvan- 
taged. Regardless of improvements in 
public policies, many individuals will fall 
through the cracks. 


POLITICAL ACTION 


Political action is another component 
of the holistic strategy proposed here. The 
political sphere demands attention 
because governments monopolize police 
power to enforce policies that often bene- 
fit the few at the expense of the many. 

Helping individuals cope one-by-one is 
not sufficient. We also need to correct the 
root causes of suffering that drive so 
many people into desperate situations. 

If you saw a young child drowning in a 
pool, you would rescue that child. And if 
a playground structure were sending a 
never-ending stream of children into the 
pool, you would try to change that struc- 
ture. Likewise, we need to change our 
social institutions. 

Part and parcel of being a whole human 
being is to accept one’s responsibility for 
helping to shape public policy. We are 
responsible for more than voting, and can 
help encourage one another to keep our 
eyes open for ways to be more active. 

Engaging in political action with other 
members of a supportive community 
deepens the bonds among members of 
that community. People: yearn to share 
meaningful experiences with close friends 
and associates. As one can’t make love 
alone, one can’t make politics alone. 

We must do what is right, regardless of 


We could create a truly democratic, just, loving, and 
peaceful global society that protects the environment 
while providing everyone with the opportunity to 

fulfill his or her potential as a human being. 


Art by Christa 
Occhiogrosso 


consequences, while doing our best to be 
successful. If enough people dedicated two 
hours a month to unified political action, 
we could persuade our elected officials to 
respect majority opinion and be on the way 
to truly amazing achievements. 


MUTUAL SUPPORT 


To improve our effectiveness and enrich 
our experience, we need easy-to-use formal 


structures that foster mutual support.” 


Spontaneous, informal friendships are not 
sufficient. To grow deep community, spe- 
cial time needs to be set aside to pay atten- 
tion to feelings — loosely structured, open 
opportunities when people can talk about 
whatever emerges. 

Progressive organizations, reflecting 
the larger society, tend to treat their mem- 
bers as objects to be used so long as 
they’re willing to be used, rather than as 
human beings with basic needs. The radi- 
cal right has adopted a different, more 
effective approach. They use a communi- 
ty-support structure, the fundamentalist 
Christian church, as a base. These com- 
munities attract and keep members 
because they meet personal needs. In par- 
ticular, they provide fellowship, cultural 
celebrations, the opportunity to form new 
friendships, and mutual support aimed at 
nurturing self-improvement. 

Progressive organizations, on the other 
hand, tend to be impersonal and bureaucrat- 
ic, just like corporate America. They aren’t 
designed to help their members become 
better human beings by organizing activi- 
ties that promote personal or spiritual 
growth. They fail to meet people’s needs 
for joyous, playful, creative, moral, sup- 
portive, activist communities. Desperate to 
“win” quickly, they act as if the ends justify 
the means, rather than adopting means that 
reflect their ultimate goals. 

The support-group model discussed 
above is one way to counter the dehuman- 
ization of modern society. Solving prob- 
lems immediately is not necessary. Merely 
providing time and space for feelings to 
surface is valuable in and of itself. These 
expressions can enable people to better 
know each other. Just being understood can 
be extremely helpful. When needed, prob- 
lems can be addressed directly later. 


POSITIVE ATTITUDE 


Life-affirming movements rooted in 
nonviolence, love, forgiveness, reconcilia- 


See Growing Holistic Communities page | / 
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Regular service to others 
can be an important moral 
‘practice. People benefit 
from venturing away from 
their comfortable circle of 
family and friends by deliv- 
ering food through Meals 
on Wheels or working ona 
soup line. It is imperative to 


lend a direct helping hand 


to individuals who are 
severely disadvantaged. 


Art by Christa Occhiogrosso 


Growing Holistic Communities 


from page 10 


tion, the celebration of life, creativity, and 
cultural enrichment can cultivate deep 
communities that help us become better 
persons, without aiming to make everyone 
the same. | 

Instead of blaming specific individuals 
or groups, we can address our underlying 
social system. We can rise above our fears 
and resentments about the past, trust that 
people are basically compassionate and 
wise, and find our way forward. We can 

_stop creating scapegoats. Rather than 
spreading fear and anger, we can expand 
hope and love. 

Fear-based frameworks breed fear. 
Anger-based frameworks breed anger. 
Ideological approaches are egoistic, 
abstract, and divisive. Positive, life-affirm- 
ing attitudes, on the other hand, enrich life 
and pave the way for real progress. 

Politics involves interacting with oppo- 
nents, but we don’t have to aggravate 
polarity. We can recognize the kernel of 
truth in all points of view. We need not 
demonize our opponents and treat them 
like mortal enemies. If others oppose our 
reasoned suggestions for positive change, 
we can respond firmly with kindness, 
patience, and respect. We can appeal to 
their enlightened self-interest, while 
standing our ground and moving forward 
when principles are involved. 

We can avoid getting addicted to the 
adrenaline rush associated with fighting 
enemies. We need not take our campaigns 
too seriously. We can set aside our ego, 
keep matters in perspective, and remem- 
ber to enjoy life. No defeat is the end. No 
victory is final. 


ACTIVE LISTENING 


~ Learning how to listen is more important 
than learning how. to talk. Really listening 
usually leads to being less doctrinaire. 
Conscious listening enables better under- 
standing and can make it easier to find com- 
mon ground. Assuring others that they’ve 
been heard can help build solidarity. 

Most people are willing to listen to alter- 
native viewpoints — if others are willing to 
listen to them. By first identifying shared 
goals and then engaging in respectful dia- 


Strategy Workshop on Holistic Communities 
Saturday, September 15, 12-5 p.m. 
Main Library, Latino/Hispanic Community Room 
100 Larkin, San Francisco 


Wade Hudson has been a political activist, community organizer, and writer in the 
San Francisco Bay Area since 1962. He recently completed Global Transformation: 
Strategy for Action, a 338-page book that presents reflections on his life’s work 
(available at iuniverse.com and all major online booksellers). 

A Strategy Workshop open to the public will consider the ideas presented in this 
article and his book on Saturday, September 15, 12-5 p.m., Main Library, 
Latino/Hispanic Community Room, 100 Larkin, San Francisco. For more info, see 
| http://progressiveresourcecatalog.org/index.php/Sept15/Home/. 


logue about the best methods to reach those 
goals, progressives can garner more sup- 


~ port, learn how to wisely modify our posi- 


tions, and open our hearts and minds. 

Progressives also need to better listen 
to one another. We can pay close attention 
without interrupting, ask questions to 
deepen our understanding, tell others what 
we heard them say so they can correct 
misunderstandings, refrain from giving so 
many lectures, and remember to learn 
from others. 

Rather than always trying to convince 
others to do what we want them to do, we 
can forge plans together. We can remem- 
ber that those who are silent often have 
great insights. By being a good audience 
and responding honestly, we can help oth- 
ers find their own voice. 

We can foster open-ended, heart-to- 
heart communication, with no script. We 
can get to know others as they know 
themselves, rather than filtering what they 
say through our own preconceptions. We 
can appreciate the uniqueness and the 
genius of each individual. 


UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE 


The progressive movement needs to 
welcome both secular and spiritual peo- 
ple. For many people, personal growth 
involves “spiritual” growth. For others, it 
does not. Progressives who don’t consider 
themselves spiritual need to respect spiri- 
tual traditions that aren’t oppressive. 


At the same time, progressive-minded > 


spiritual people need not insist that the pro- 
gressive movement identify itself as “spiri- 


tual.” This attitude makes idols of words. 


The deepest realities can’t be expressed 
with words. By clarifying what we share in 
common, we can find universal language 
that makes sense to most people. 

Human beings routinely use symbols, 
stories, and metaphors to point to certain 
mysterious realities. Appreciating this fact 
can lead secular people to sympathize 
with spiritual people, for virtually all of us 
value nonmaterial realities that can’t be 
measured. 

For secular people to object to all spiri- 
tual language is to make the same mistake 
that fundamentalists make when they insist 
that their language is the only language that 


What We 


We intend to protect the environment, 
help make the United States a more just 
and democratic nation, and promote the 
common good of the entire human family. 

The Earth is an interdependent living 
organism. Our responsibility is to safeguard 
it and the natural course of evolution. : 

The source of life is mysterious, won- 
derful, and awesome. We cherish beauty 
and the experience of beauty. We encour- 
age everyone to help make the world 
more beautiful. 

We aim to avoid both selfishness and 
self-sacrifice by loving others as we love 
ourselves and life itself. We aim to enjoy 
life, spread joy, and assist people who are 
less fortunate. 

Being fully human involves constantly 
learning how to become a better human 
being. By being true to our highest selves, 
we can better serve others. Being a good 
person requires doing what we can to pre- 
vent suffering and the loss of life. 

We try to respect others as equals and 
criticize people for specific mistakes 
without condemning them, for all of us 
are imperfect. 

By coming together freely, we can have 
better relationships. We should use force 
only to protect life or prevent physical 
injury. If and when we use force, we 
should use the minimal amount necessary. 

We appreciate what is true about all 
points of view. No one person or group 
monopolizes truth. By sharing facts and 
opinions, we can better understand reality. 

No words fully express what is true. 
Ideas only point to truth. So we are will- 


works. It is word-worship. Instead, we can 
search for universal language that all non- 
dogmatic people can appreciate. 

Understanding and talking about our 
social system in that language will help us 
avoid the mistake of believing that self- 
improvement or spiritual growth alone is 
sufficient. Changing the world and chang- 
ing ourselves are complementary activi- 
ties and each is necessary for the transfor- 
mative changes being proposed here. 
Political progress contributes to personal 
growth and personal growth contributes to 
political progress. 


MAJORITARIAN POLITICS 


By exercising different kinds of leader- 
ship, different people play different roles, 
such as prophets, educators, vanguards, 
mentors, and guides. In the process of 
progressive social change, all of these 
roles are helpful. 

If and when it emerges, the network of 
home-based communities envisioned here 
will employ a “majoritarian” strategy to 
mobilize support for progressive demands 
already wanted by most people. 

By affirming revolutionary evolution, 
we can bridge the gap between liberals 
and radicals and hopefully bring others on 
board as well. Through a series of gradual 
reforms, we can eventually alter the basic 
structure of our society and empower all. 

If we clarify that we will never be sat- 
isfied (or disheartened), radicals can justi- 
fiably support liberal demands that move 
in the right direction, while encouraging 
liberals to support structural changes that 
will prevent problems. 

If we build a mass movement that gen- 
erates momentum by winning major vic- 
tories, we can expand what seems possi- 
ble and open the door to reforms that are 
now minority positions. 

Individuals see the horizon vaguely. 
Only ideologues claim to know precisely 
what will work best down the road. As 
conditions change, it’s often necessary to 
change our proposals. 


NATIONAL AND GLOBAL FOCUS 


Americans rightly hold the federal 
government and the president accountable 


- ing a loving, global community based on 


Believe 


ing to experiment with what works best. 

As a nation, we are responsible to 
assure that all of our people have the 
means to live decently. As individuals, 
we are responsible to help shape our 
nation’s public policies. All people are 
entitled to have a voice in affairs that 
affect them. 

Our elected officials need to listen 
closely to their constituents, help them 
find common ground whenever possible, 
and support the growth of supportive 
communities that nurture personal devel- 
opment rooted in shared moral values — 
SO we can better overcome egoism, con- 
sumerism, greed, and the temptation to be 
deadened by passive entertainment. 

As well as earning a profit, private 
businesses need to serve the public inter- 
est, empower workers, and care for the 
environment. i 

Strong individuals need strong com- 
munities, and strong communities need 
strong individuals, healthy families, sup- 
portive friendships, democracy, justice, a 
sustainable environment, safe neighbor- 
hoods, and strong national governments 
that protect human rights and manage the 
economy wisely. 

The nations and the people of the world 
must cooperate with one another. By grow- 


inclusive, democratic local communities, 
we can steadily improve the quality of life 
and eventually transform our social system 
— including our institutions, our culture, 
and ourselves — to better serve humanity 
and protect life on Earth. 


for many basic functions. In particular, the 
nation-state is a major barrier against the 
ravages of unbridled capitalism. Only the 
federal government has the power to regu- 
late the economy and fund essential ser- 
vices (which creates valuable jobs). 
Without action on the national level, local 
and state governments will continue to be 
overwhelmed by an avalanche of human 
misery and environmental disaster. 
Consequently, progressives need to 
demand that the federal government guar- 
antee universal health insurance, expand 
affordable childcare, make sure that 
retired and disabled people have enough 
income to avoid poverty, assure that every 
-adult who wants to work is able to find a 
meaningful, living-wage job, remove 
restrictions on the ability of workers to 


organize unions, and reverse many of the, 


so-called “free trade” policies that have 
been established in recent years. 
Citizens in many other countries are 


adopting a similar strategy. By coordinating - 


actions with one another, progressive 
movements within each country can estab- 
lish policies that enable each country to 
maximize local, regional, and national self- 
sufficiency, while supporting one another. 
We can learn how to work with one another 
for the benefit of the Earth Community. 

This shift will require the people of the 
United States to prevent its government 
from playing global puppetmaster. The U.S. 
must. stop trying to control other nations 
and exploiting them so that wealthy elites 
can further enrich themselves. By forming 
cooperative alliances with grassroots forces 
in other counties, we can build a unified, 
global, progressive movement. 

In most countries, the local representa- 
tive to the national legislature (in the U.S., 
the Congressperson) can be a strategic 
focus for organizing activity. Since fewer 
votes are required to elect these represen- 
tatives, they are more responsive to local 
pressure. So this proposal for a network of 
holistic, home-based communities envi- 
sions that, in the U.S., all members of 
each community will live in the same 
Congressional district. 


See Growing Holistic Communities page 15 
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ON PROPAGANDA 


This is the fifth in a series of six related 
columns. “On Knowledge,” “On Education,” 
“On Learning,” and “On Teaching” have 
appeared in previous issues of Street Spirit. 
This issue’s “On Propaganda” will be fol- 
lowed next month by the last column in the 
series, titled “On Mind Manipulation.” 


1. Most people want to feel that issues are 
simple rather than complex, want to have 
their prejudices confirmed, want to feel 
that they “belong” with the implication that 
others do not, and need to pinpoint an 
enemy to blame for their frustrations. This 
being the case, the propagandist is likely to 
find that his suggestions have fallen on fer- 
tile soil so long as he delivers his message 
with an eye to the existing attitudes and 
intellectual level of his audience. 


J. A. C. BROWN (British psychiatrist), Techniques of 
Persuasion: From Propaganda to Brainwashing, 1963 


2. See, in my line of work you got to keep 
repeating things over and over and over 
again for the truth to sink in, to kind of cat- 
apult the propaganda. 

GEORGE W. BUSH, ad-lib remark during a speech 
in the town of Greece (New York), 24 May 2005. 
Remarks, “In forty plus public appearances this year 
alone, the President has talked about defeating Al 
Qaeda in Iraq.... At this week’s speech [24 July] at the 
air base in Charleston, South Carolina, he invoked Al 
Qaeda more than 90 times.” BILL MOYERS (broad- 
cast journalist), slightly modified, Bill Moyers 


, Journal, PBS-TV, 28 July 2007 


\3. In a democratic system of thought con- 
trol... [it is] necessary to take over the 
entire spectrum of opinion, the entire spec- 
trum of discussion, so that nothing can be 
thinkable apart from the party line, not just 
that it be obeyed, but that you can’t even 
think anything else. The state propaganda 
is not expressed; it’s rather implicit; it’s 
presupposed. It provides the framework for 
discussion among people who are... admit- 
ted into mainstream discussion. 

NOAM CHOMSKY (linguist, philosopher and politi- 


cal activist), “1984: Orwell’s and Ours,” Thoreau 
Quarterly, Winter-Spring, 1984 


4. Every new idea will... be troublesome to 
[the individual’s] entire being. He will 
defend himself against it because it threat- 
ens to destroy his certainties. He thus actu- 
ally comes to hate everything opposed to 
what propaganda has made him acquire. 
Propaganda has created in him a system of 
opinions and tendencies which may not be 
subjected to criticism... 
Incidentally, this refusal to listen to new 
ideas usually takes on an ironic aspect: the 
man who has been successfully subjected 
to a vigorous propaganda will declare that 
all new ideas are propaganda. 
JACQUES ELLUL (French philosopher and theolo- 
gian), Propaganda: The Formation of Men’s 


Attitudes, 1962, translated by Konrad Kellen and Jean 
Learner, 1965 


5. Propaganda must be based on a credible 
kernel of truth to be effective. 

JACQUES ELLUL, paraphrased by Claude Steiner, 
“New Weird Order” (editorial), Propaganda Review, 
no. 7, 1991 

6. From one day to another, another nation 
is made out to be utterly depraved and 
fiendish, while one’s own nation stands for 
everything that is good and noble. Every 
action of the enemy is judged by one stan- 
dard — every action of oneself by another. 
Even good deeds by the enemy are consid- 
ered a sign of particular devilishness, 
meant to deceive us and the world, while 
our bad deeds are necessary and justified 


by our noble goals which they serve. 


ERICH FROMM (German-born U.S. psychoanalyst), 
The Art of Loving, 1956 


7. [The management of demand] provides, 
in the aggregate, a relentless propaganda 


Poor Leonard's Almanack 


Quotations and Original Thoughts 


on behalf of goods in general. From early 
morning until late at night, people are 


- informed of the services rendered by goods 


— of their profound indispensability. 
Every feature and facet of every product 
having been studied for selling points, 
these are then described with talent, gravity 
and an aspect of profound concern as the 
source of health, happiness, social achieve- 
ment, or improved community standing. 
Even minor qualities of unimportant com- 
modities are enlarged upon with a solemni- 
ty which would not be unbecoming in an 
announcement of the combined return of 
Christ, and all the apostles. 


John Kenneth Galbraith (Canadian-born U.S. econo- 
mist and ambassador), The New Industrial State, 1967 


8. If you tell a lie big enough and keep 
repeating it, people will eventually come to 
believe it. The lie can be maintained only 
for such time as the State can shield the 
people from the political, economic and/or 
military consequences of the lie. It thus 
becomes vitally important for the State to 
use all of its powers to repress dissent, for 
the truth is the mortal enemy of the lie, and 
thus by extension, the truth is the greatest 


enemy of the State. 

JOSEPH GOEBBELS (German “Minister of Public 
Enlightenment and Propaganda,” 1897-1945), quoted 
in Joel Bleifuss, “Strangers to the Truth,” In These 
Times, 24 March 2006 


9. People don’t want to go to war.... But, 
after all, it’s the leaders of the country who 
determine the policy, and it’s always a sim- 
ple matter to drag the people along whether 
it’s a democracy or a fascist dictatorship or a 
parliament or a communist dictatorship... 
Voice or no voice, the people can always be 
brought to the bidding of the leaders. That is 
easy. All you have to do is tell them they are 
being attacked and denounce the pacifists for 
lack of patriotism and exposing the country 
to greater danger. It works the same way in - 
any country. 

HERMANN GOERING (German political and military 
leader), interview during the Nuremberg trials, 1946, 


quoted in Jason Epstein, “Mystery in the Heartland,” 
New York Review of Books, 7 October 2004 


10. [President George W. Bush and his 
administration] devise their policies with 
as much secrecy as possible, and in close 
cooperation with the most powerful special 
interests that have a monetary stake in 
what happens. In each case, the public 
interest is not only ignored, but actively 
undermined. In each case, they devote con- 
siderable attention to a clever strategy of 
deception that appears designed to prevent 
the American people from discerning what 
it is they are actually doing. Indeed, they 
often use Orwellian language to disguise 
their true purposes. For example, a policy 
that opens national forests to destructive 
logging of old-growth trees is labeled 
“Healthy Forest Initiative.” A policy that 
vastly increases the amount of pollution 
that can be dumped into the air is called 
the “Clear Skies Initiative.” 


AL GORE, Beacon Theater speech, New York City, 
14 January 2004 


11. Propaganda, as inverted patriotism, 
draws nourishment from the sins of the 
enemy. If there are no sins, invent them! 
The aim is to make the enemy appear so 
great a monster that he forfeits the rights of 
a human being. 

SIR IAN HAMILTON (British general), The Soul 
and Body of an Army,192) - 


12. The propaganda arm of the American 
Dream machine, Hollywood. 

MOLLY HASKELL (writer and critic), “The Big 
Lie,” From Reverence to Rape: The Treatment of 
Women in the Movies, 2nd ed., 1987 (1974) 


13. If we really knew war, what war does 
to minds and bodies, it would be harder to 
wage. This is why the essence of war, 


A propaganda poster during World War II glorifies state-sanctioned violence. 


In each country the propaganda is controlled by the state 
and is what the state likes. And what the state likes is to have 
you quite ready to commit murder when you’re told to. 


which is death and suffering, is so careful- 
ly hidden from public view. We are not 
allowed to see dead bodies, at least of our 
own soldiers; nor do we see the wounds 
that forever mark lives, the wounds that 
leave faces and bodies horribly disfigured 
by burns or shrapnel or poison. War is 
made palatable. It is sanitized. We are 
allowed to taste war’s perverse thrill, but 
usually spared from seeing its conse- 
quences. The wounded and the dead are 
swiftly carted offstage. The maimed are 
carefully hidden in the wings while the 
band plays a majestic march. 


CHRIS HEDGES (journalist and writer), “Evidence 
of Things Not Seen,” Nation, 24 May 2004 


14. Propaganda, n. Their lies. 
Public information, n. Our lies. 


EDWARD S. HERMAN (economist), quoted in Art 
Spiegelman and Bob Schneider, editors, Whole 
Grains: A Book of Quotations, 1973 


15. The mass media are not a solid monolith 
on all issues. Where the powerful are in dis- 
agreement, there will be a certain diversity 
of tactical judgments on how to attain gen- 
erally shared aims, reflected in media 
debate. But views that challenge fundamen- 
tal premises or suggest that the observed 
modes of exercise of state power are based 
on systemic factors will be excluded from 
the mass media even when elite controversy 
over tactics rages fiercely. 


EDWARD S. HERMAN and NOAM CHOMSKY, 
preface to Manufacturing Consent: The Political 
Economy of the Mass Media, 1988 


16. The “societal purpose” of the media is 
to inculcate and defend the economic, 
social, and political agenda of privileged 
groups that dominate the domestic society 
and the state. The media serve this purpose 
in many ways: through selection of topics, 
distribution of concerns, framing of issues, 
filtering of information, emphasis and 

tone, and by keeping debate within the 
bounds of acceptable premises. 


— BERTRAND RUSSELL 


EDWARD S. HERMAN and NOAM CHOMSKY, 
Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy. of 
the Mass Media, \988 


17. How a report is framed, which facts it 
contains and emphasizes and which it 
ignores, and in what context, are as impor- 
tant to shaping opinion as the bare facts 


themselves. 

MARK HERTSGAARD (journalist and writer), 
“How Reagan Seduced Us: Inside the President’s 
Propaganda Factory,” Village Voice (New Y ork City), 
25 September 1984 


18. In today’s modern electronic society, 
what matters is the topic of conversation, not 
the content.... The messages that penetrate 
and pierce the static and actually land in 
people’s consciousness are the ones that get 
repeated over and over. That’s why a single 
bad story [becomes important] only if it has 


the potential to turn into a continuing story. 
MARK HERTSGAARD, quoted in Sara Frankel, 
“Reaganizing the Media,” San Francisco Examiner, 6 
November 1988 


‘19. The press either killed [our enemies] 


with silence or mutilated their speeches in 
such a way that any coherence... was twist-. 
ed or entirely lost.... What the various gen- 
tlemen said was quite unimportant; the 
important thing was what people read 
about them. 


ADOLF HITLER, Mein Kampf, 1924, translated by 
Ralph Manheim, 1943. Hitler wrote Mein Kampf 
while in prison for instigating a failed coup in 1923. 


20. The most brilliant propagandist tech- 
nique will yield no success unless one fun- 
damental principle is borne in mind con-_ 
stantly and with unflagging attention. It 
must confine itself to a few points and 
repeat them over and over. 

ADOLF HITLER, Mein Kampf, 1924 


21. In view of the primitive simplicity of . 
their minds;[the masses] more easily fall 


victim to a big lie than to a little one. 
ADOLF HITLER, Mein Kampf, 1924 


See On Propaganda page 13 
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22. People have an entirely mistaken 
notion of what propaganda is. Open influ- 
encing of the masses is only one side of 


it.... But the real problem is to get hold of | 


prominent people, and whole sets. 
ADOLF HITLER, table talk, 1932-1934, quoted in 
Hermann Rauschning, The Voice of Destruction, 1940 


23. The results at which I have to aim are 
only to be attained by systematic corrup- 
tion of the possessing and governing 
classes. Business advantages, erotic satis- 
factions, and ambition, that is to say, the 
will to power, are the three stops in our 
propaganda organ. 

- ADOLF HITLER, table talk, 1932-1934, quoted in 
Hermann Rauschning, The Voice of Destruction, 1940 


24. By the skillful and sustained use of 
propaganda, one can make a people see 
even heaven as hell or an extremely 
wretched life as paradise. 


ADOLF HITLER, quoted in Cyril Falls, Ordeal by 
Battle, 1943 


25. Propaganda... serves more to justify 
ourselves than to convince others; and the 
more reason we have to feel guilty, the 
more fervent our propaganda. 

ERIC HOFFER (San Francisco longshoreman and 


philosopher), The True Believer: Thoughts on the 
Nature of Mass Movements, 1951 


26. The real persuaders are our appetites, 
our fears and above all our vanity. The 
skillful propagandist stirs and coaches 
these internal persuaders. 


ERIC HOFFER, The Passionate State of Mind: And 
* Other Aphorisms, 1954 


27. Dictatorial propaganda demands obe- 
dience and even considerable financial 
and other sacrifices; but by way of com- 
pensation it assures the individual that, as 
a member of a chosen nation, race, or 
class, he is superior to all other individu- 
als in the world; it dissipates his sense of 
personal inferiority by investing him with 
the vicarious glory of the community; it 
gives him reasons for thinking well of 
himself; it provides him with enemies 
whom he may blame for his own short- 
comings and upon whom he may vent his 
latent brutality and love of bullying. 


ALDOUS HUXLEY (English writer), “Writers and 
Readers,” The Olive Tree and Other Essays, 1936 


28. Certain educators... disapproved of the 
teaching of propaganda analysis on the 
grounds that it would make adolescents 
unduly cynical. Nor was it welcomed by the 
military authorities, who were afraid that 
recruits might start to analyze the utterances 
of drill sergeants. And then there were the 
clergymen and the advertisers. The clergy- 
men were against propaganda analysis as 
tending to undermine belief and diminish 
churchgoing; the advertisers objected on the 
grounds that it might undermine brand loy- 
alty and reduce sales. 
ALDOUS HUXLEY, on the Institute for Propaganda 
Analysis which was founded in the United States in 


1937 and folded in 1941, “Education for Freedom,” 
Brave New World Revisited, 1958 


29. A really efficient totalitarian state 
would be one in which the all-powerful 
executive of political bosses and their army 
of managers control a population of slaves 
who do not have to be coerced because they 
love their servitude. To make them love it is 
the task assigned, in present-day totalitarian 
states, to ministries of propaganda, newspa- 
per editors and schoolteachers. 


ALDOUS HUXLEY, forward (1946) to Brave New 
World, 1932 


30. The popular philosophy... is now 
molded by the writers of advertising copy, 
whose one idea is to persuade everybody 
to be as extroverted and uninhibitedly 
greedy as possible, since of course it is 
only the possessive, the restless, the dis- 
tracted, who spend money on the things 
that advertisers want to sell. 

ALDOUS HUXLEY, The Perennial Philosophy, 1946 


31. If you are trying to persuade people to 


join with you, there are three general 
methods. You can coerce them with 
threats, convince them by pointing out 
their own interests, or entice them by 
appealing to their ideals. 

WALTER ISAACSON (editor and writer), “A 


Declaration of Mutual Dependence,” New York 
Times, 4 July 2004 


32. By actions which compel general 
attention, the new idea seeps into people’s 
minds and wins converts. One such act 
may, in a few days, make more propagan- 
da than thousands of pamphlets. 

PETER KROPOTKIN (Russian anarchist), “The 


Spirit of Revolt,” 1880, Kropotkin’s Revolutionary 
Pamphlets, edited by Roger N. Baldwin, 1927 


33. [Bureaucratic propaganda] is calculat- 
edly obscure and unintelligible — quali- 
ties that commend it to a public that feels 


‘informed in proportion as it is befuddled. 


CHRISTOPHER LASCH (historian), The Culture of 
Narcissism: American Life in an Age of Diminishing 
Expectations, 1979 


34. The art of crisis management, now 
widely acknowledged to be the essence of 
statecraft, owes its vogue to the merger of 
politics and spectacle.. Propaganda seeks 
to create in the public a chronic sense of 
crisis, which in turn justifies the expan- 
sion of executive power and the secrecy 
surrounding it. ; 


CHRISTOPHER LASCH, The Culture of 
Narcissism, 1979 


35. The propaganda of commodities 
serves a double function. First, it upholds 
consumption as an alternative to protest or 
rebellion... - 

In the second place, the propaganda of 
consumption turns alienation itself into a 
commodity. It addresses itself to the spiri- 
tual desolation of modern life and propos- 


es consumption as the cure. 
CHRISTOPHER LASCH, The Culture of 
Narcissism, 1979 


36. It is easy to persuade [the people] of a 
thing, but difficult to keep them in that per- 
suasion. And so it is necessary to order 
things so that when they no longer believe, 
they can be made to believe by force. 


MACHIAVELLI (Italian political philosopher), The 
Prince, 1513, translated by Luigi Ricci, 1903 


37. I wouldn’t ever say there’s censorship 
in this country. But there’s a lot of peer 
pressure. Because when anybody says 
anything that’s the least bit feather ruf- 
fling, everybody just goes nuts. If any- 
body in this country is forced to undergo a 
single moment of discomfort, the person 
who caused it just must go away. 

BILL MAHER (comedian and writer), Rebecca 


Winters Keegan interview, “10 Questions for Bill 
Maher,” Time, 5 June 2006 


38. The right to vote belongs only to the 
people, not to the reactionaries. The com- 
bination of these two aspects, democracy - 
for the people and dictatorship over the 
reactionaries, is the people’s democratic 
dictatorship. : 

MAO ZEDONG (Chinese military and political 
leader), “On the People’s Democratic Dictatorship,” 


1948, The Political Thought of Mao Tse-tung, edited 
by Stuart R. Schram, 1963 


39. The educator tries to tell people how 
to think; the propagandist, what to think. 


STREET SPIRIT 


Almost all propaganda is 
designed to create fear. 
Heads of governments and 
their officials know that a 
frightened people is easier 
to govern, will forfeit rights 
_it would otherwise defend, 
is less likely to demand a 
better life, and will agree to 


millions and millions being | 


spent on “‘Defense.”’ 
— J. B. PRIESTLY 


Political poster during World War II. 
Collection, The Museum of Modern Art, New York 


The educator strives to develop individual 
responsibility; the propagandist, mass 
effects.... The educator fails unless he 
achieves an open mind; the propagandist, 
unless he achieves a closed mind. 


EVERETT DEAN MARTIN (psychologist), “Our 
Invisible Masters,” Forum, vol. 81, 1929 


40. The first step toward freedom will be 
a new respect for the symbol, a purifica- 
tion and clarification of language itself, an 
abstention from unclean slogans and con- 
ditioned verbal reflexes. The death of the 
advertising agency and the propaganda 
bureau will be one of the surest signs of 
the birth of a new society. 


LEWIS MUMFORD (historian), The Conduct of 
Life, 1951 ‘ 


41. Political language... is designed to 
make lies sound truthful and murder 


respectable, and to give the appearance of | 


solidity to pure wind. 

GEORGE ORWELL (English writer), “Politics and 
the English Language,” April 1946, The Collected 
Essays, Journalism and Letters of George Orwell, 
vol. 4, edited by Sonia Orwell and Ian Angus, 1968 


42. Propaganda [is] the mobilization of 
information and arguments with the intent 
to bring people to a particular viewpoint. 
In that sense there could be false and 
deceptive propaganda, and there could be 
propaganda that has a real educational 
value. You can after all inform people and 
mobilize them toward truth. 

MICHAEL PARENTI (political scientist and 
writer), “Propaganda and Class Structure” (inter- 
view), 16 August 1988, published in David 
Barsamian, editor, Stenographers to Power, 1992 


43. If anyone at all is to have the privilege 
of lying, the rulers of the State should be 
the persons; and they, in their dealings 
either with enemies or with their own citi- 
zens, may be allowed to lie for the public 
good.... If... the ruler catches anybody 
beside himself lying in the State,... he will 
punish him for introducing a practice 
which is equally subversive and destruc- 
tive of ship or State. 


PLATO (Greek philosopher, 427?-347 B.C.), The 
Republic, translated by Benjamin Jowett, 1894 


44. Almost all propaganda is designed to 
create fear. Heads of governments and their 
officials know that a frightened people is 
easier to govern, will forfeit rights it would 
otherwise defend, is less likely to demand a 
better life, and will agree to millions and 
millions being spent on “Defense.” 


J. B. PRIESTLY (English writer), “The Root Is 
Fear,” Outcries and Asides, 1974 


45. The four basic criteria of successful 
propaganda — it must be seen, under- 
stood, remembered and acted upon. 


TERENCE H. QUALTER (writer), Propaganda and 
Psychological Warfare, 1962 


46. Lying is done with words, and also 


with silence. 
ADRIENNE RICH (poet and writer), “Women and 
Honor: Some Notes on Lying,” 1975, On Lies, 


Secrets, and Silence: Selected Prose 1966-1978, 1979 


47. In each country the propaganda is con- 
trolled by the state and is what the state 
likes. And what the state likes is to have 
you quite ready to commit murder when 


you’ re told to. _ 
BERTRAND RUSSELL (English mathematician and 
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philosopher), Woodrow Wyatt BBC interview, 
London, Bertrand Russell Speaks His Mind, 1960 


48. Napalm is a forbidden word and when 
an American information officer is forced. 
under direct questioning to discuss it, he 
calls it “soft ordnance.” In the press 
releases and the answers to newsmen’s 
questions, there is never any sense, not 
even implicit, of people being killed, 
‘homes beings destroyed, thousands of 
refugees fleeing. 

SYDNEY H. SCHANBERG (journalist), reporting 


from Vietnam, “The Saigon Follies,” New York 
Times, 12 November 1972 


49. Naturally the master class, through its 
Parliaments, schools and newspapers, 
makes the most desperate efforts to pre- 
vent us from realizing our slavery. From 
our earliest years we are taught that our 
country is the land of the free. 


GEORGE BERNARD SHAW (Irish playwright), 
London (BBC and CBS broadcast), 18 June 1935 


50. Propaganda that aims to induce major 
changes is certain to take great amounts of 
time, resources, patience, and indirection, 
except in times of revolutionary crisis 
when old beliefs have been shattered and 


new ones have not yet been provided. 

BRUCE LANNES SMITH, “Propaganda,” pub- 
lished in Robert McHenry, editor, The New 
Encyclopedia Britannica, 15th ed., vol. 26, 1992 


51. The corporate media are committed 
not only to their exorbitant profits, but 
also to propagandizing the society to 
accept an economic order based on funda- 
mental injustice. 

NORMAN SOLOMON (journalist and writer), 


“Weapons of Mass Deception,” Street Spirit 
(Oakland), December 2003 


52. What is truth? For the multitude, that 
which it continually reads and hears... 
What the Press wills, is true. Its comman- 
ders evoke, transform, interchange truths. 
Three weeks of press-work, and the 
“truth” is acknowledged by everybody. 
OSWALD SPENGLER (German historian), 
“Philosophy of Politics,” The Decline of the West, 
1918-1922, translated by Charles F. Atkinson, 1962 
53. The word “killing” has been stricken 
from State Department reports on human 
rights. [opening sentence]... 

Elliott Abrams, Assistant Secretary for 
Human Rights, explained the new formats 
in briefing reporters on the latest report on 
human rights practices in 163 countries. 

”There are a few differences in the cat- 
egories this year,” Mr. Abrams said. “We 
found the term ‘killing’ too broad and 
have substituted the more precise, if more 
verbose, ‘unlawful or arbitrary depriva- 
tion of life.’” 

UPI, “Rights Survey Stops Using Word ‘Killing,”” 
New York Times, 11 February 1984 

54. Propaganda: dissemination of ideas, 
information, or rumor for the purpose of 
helping or injuring an institution, a cause, 
or a person. 

Webster’s Third New International Dictionary Of 
The English Language Unabridged, 1961 

55. Propaganda... becomes at last more 
credible to its disseminators than to its tar- 


gets. 
GARRY WILLS (historian), The Kennedy 
Imprisonment: A Meditation on Power, 1981 


56. How it’s said is more important than 
what is said; who says it is more impor- 
tant than how it’s said. 


57. Divert and conquer! 


58. With propaganda, the perception of 
reality trumps reality every time. 


59. Propaganda is to politics what adver- 
tising is to business and what rationaliza- 
tion is to psychology. 


60. People are not told the truth because 
they wouldn’t stand for it. 


2K 25 2K KK 


Frank is the editor of Random House Webster's 
Quotationary. His “Frankly Quoted” column, 
distributed freely over the Internet on the first of 
the month, consists of about 40 quotes and origi- 
nal thoughts, mostly about current events. To get 
on the “Frankly Quoted” listserve, send 

lfrank @igc.org your e-mail address. 
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Justice for. 
Pam Kincaid 


As lead plaintiff in the law- 
suit against Fresno, Pam 
sometimes became a light- 
ning rod and was vilified by 
those who would continue 
the system of bigotry and 
hatred against the homeless. 


from page one 


Medical Center (UMC), the long-term 
care facility she was in. A day and a half 
later, at 1:30 a.m., on Wednesday, August 
1, 2007, Pam fell from the fourth floor, 
under suspicious circumstances. 
_ Pam was in this long-term care facility 
‘ because she had been beaten nearly to 
death in mid-July. Pam had been telling 
me for months that she felt she was being 
targeted by the police and others because 
of the lawsuit. She was very upset about 
being arrested and put in jail for several 
days without charges ever being filed. 

Pam described what had happened. 
“You know why they arrested me, don’t 
you?” she asked. “It was retaliation for 
the lawsuit.” 

The arrest occurred when Pam was dri- 
ving with friends in downtown Fresno. “All 
of a sudden there was this swarm of cop 
cars,” Pam said. “They got us all out of the 
car but they seemed mostly interested in 
me. One of the guys I was with had an open 
can of beer, which they just totally ignored. 
They arrested me on a probation hold. I’m 
not on probation and they knew that!” 

Pam spent the next several days in jail. 
No charges were ever filed. As she was 
being released, Pam asked one of the 
sheriff deputies why she had been in jail. 
Pam told me the officer rolled her eyes 
and said, “There ought to be an investiga- 
tion.” 

Pam thought she knew exactly why she 
was arrested and put in jail: she believed 
it was because she was the most visible 
plaintiff in a very controversial lawsuit 
that put the City of Fresno and the Fresno 
Police Department in a bad light. 

Al Williams, another named plaintiff in 
the lawsuit against the city, was also arrest- 
ed and released, with no charges ever filed. 
The day after Al was put in jail, the 
encampment he lived in was raided and his 
disabled wife was forced to move. Later, 
Sherri Williams (Al’s wife) was arrested 
for trying to use the restroom at 
McDonald’s [see “McDiscrimination: 
McDonald’s Uses Police to Evict a 
Homeless, Disabled Woman,” Street Spirit, 
August 2007]. 

Life on the streets is hard on homeless 
people. If you are a woman and homeless, 
you can double or triple the difficulty fac- 
tor. There are very few beds for homeless 
women in Fresno, and Pam had given up 
trying to find a safe place where she could 
stay at a shelter. She was streetwise, but 
living in a tent in downtown Fresno can 
still be dangerous. 

Pam told me that some people on the 
street were upset with her because of the 
lawsuit. Specifically, she said that drug 
dealers, who are a small part of the down- 
town homeless community, were angry 
with her. They were angry because the 
lawsuit had increased law enforcement’s 
presence around some homeless encamp- 
ments, and the drug dealers blamed her. 

On one occasion, Pam and | talked 
about the drug situation downtown. She 
said it was just impossible to explain how 
the police will come in and arrest one per- 
son who is dealing drugs and leave every- 
one else alone. 

Pam said, “All they would have to do 


STREET SPIRIT 


Pamela Kincaid (center) spoke out in strong defense of the civil rights of homeless people on the Homelessness 
Marathon radio show, which was broadcast nationally from Fresno in February 2007. 
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SE eee neces aT cs 
Pam was in a long-term care facility because she had been beaten nearly to death in mid- 


July. Pam had been telling me for months that she felt she was being targeted by the 
police and others because of the lawsuit. She was very upset about being arrested and put 
in jail for several days without charges ever being filed. 


is to come in here with a drug-sniffing 
dog and it would be all over.” She 
believed there had to be some kind of 
payoff going on so the police protected 
some dealers and arrested others. 

A couple months ago, Rev. Floyd 
Harris was at the corner of G and Santa 
Clara streets talking to homeless people. 
He said he was surprised at how openly 
drugs were being bought and sold. He too 
questioned the motivation of the police to 
selectively enforce drug laws. The drug 
wars, as they play out in downtown 
Fresno, are making some people rich, 
other people vulnerable — and some peo- 
ple end up dead. 

Pam Kincaid usually lived in very 
remote locations in the old industrial sec- 
tion of downtown Fresno (south of 
Ventura). She often lived with other peo- 
ple because that provides a homeless 
woman with some protection. Pam, like 
many homeless women, also had a dog. 

It is notable how often Pam, and the 
encampments she lived in, were forced to 
move. Even after the preliminary injunction 
and victory in court, homeless people are 
endlessly harassed and told to “move on.” 

The City of Fresno conducted a raid on 
a homeless encampment on Santa Fe (just 
south of Ventura) in early July while Pam 
was living there. This was the fourth or 
fifth time she had been forced to move in 


_the last six months. 


Pam ended up in an encampment on 
Mono, just east of R Street. On or about 
July 13, 2007, Pam and a friend (we will 
call him Mario — not his real name) start- 
ed walking toward a store on Ventura. 
According to Mario, they saw a FPD 
patrol car cruise by, turn around and pull 
up beside them. This is not unusual if you 
are living on the street. The police are 
always stopping homeless people and ask- 
ing them for their ID, running their names 
through the database, and seeing what 
comes up. It is like fishing. 

Every so often the police catch someone 
who is in violation of parole, has an out- 
standing warrant, or for some other reason 
is being looked for by law enforcement. 

Cynthia Greene, a homeless woman 
and another named plaintiff in the lawsuit 
against the City of Fresno, told me she 
was stopped four times on one day in 
mid-July by the police. Cynthia said, “I 
was out trying to collect cans for recy- 
cling and the police came up and asked 
me for my ID. I would get done with one 
stop, and a few minutes later I’d get 


stopped again. This is unusual even for 
Fresno.” Cynthia said she felt uncomfort- 
able with all of the stops and was con- 
cerned that she was being targeted. 

According to Mario, the police officer 
checked Pam’s and his ID and let them 
go. As they were leaving, a group of 
about six or seven people (at least one of 
them has been identified to me as a drug 
dealer) walked by and went to the police 
car. Mario said that he looked back and 
saw the officer pointing at him and Pam 
while he talked to the group. 

Pam decided to stay at her encamp- 
ment and Mario continued on to the store. 
Feeling something might be wrong, Mario 
returned (without going to the store) in 
time to see four or five women from the 
group savagely beating Pam. 

Mario said, “Pam is on the ground and 
one of them has these boot heels, you know 
like these dress boots, you know what I’m 
talking about? With the big heels? And 
they are just...” (Mario jumps up and down 
as if stomping something on the ground.) 

According to Mario, as they beat Pam, 
they were saying, “Drop the suit, drop the 
suit, you're hurting us, you’re hurting them, 
now we’re hurting you.” 

Mario says that after he stopped the 
assault on Pam, he tried to flag down a 
police patrol car. The first police vehicle 
that went by on R Street did not stop. 
Within 15 minutes, another patrol car 
came by. This time the officer stopped 


~ and Mario explained what had happened. 


The officer left, saying he was going to 
find the perpetrators of the crime, but he 
never came back to follow up on the vic- 
tim or write a report of the assault. 

I talked to Jeff Cardinale, public infor- 
mation officer for the Fresno Police 
Department, about police involvement in 
this incident. Cardinale insisted that there 
is no record of any contact with Pam or 
Mario on R or Mono street. 


Pam was admitted to Community 


Medical Center (CMC) on July 13. The 
nurse who attended to Pam said she was 


‘black and blue from the waist up. “It was 


clear that Pam had been beaten,” the nurse 
told me. 

The police report issued at the time she 
was admitted to CMC was more vague. 
The police report suggests that Pam had a 
bad sunburn, might have a mental illness, 
and did not want to press charges. 

A man with extensive contacts in the 
homeless community confirmed, at least 
in part, Mario’s version of what happened 


to Pam. He said three young women were 
bragging about how they had beaten Pam 
up. Fearing retaliation himself, he did not 
want to identify those involved. 

I didn’t find out that Pam was in the 
hospital until about a week after she was 
admitted. She was still black and blue, 
and it did not look like she had a sunburn 
to me. She was clearly disoriented. Her 
attending physician, Dr. Ossia, told me 
that Pam did not know what city she was 
in or what year it was. 

Dr. Ossia explained that she had sub- 
dermal hematoma, which causes swelling 
inside the skull, and the pressure can 
cause the disorientation and delusions she 
was experiencing. He was cautiously opti- 
mistic that she would regain her memory. 

After Pam was hospitalized at 
Community Medical Center for over a 
week, it was agreed. that she needed to 
move to more long-term care. But without 
insurance or any resources, the options 
were very limited. University Medical 
Center (UMC) was one of the only long- 
term care facilities that would take Pam. 

On the day before Pam transferred to 
UMC, I talked to her nurse again. She told 
me that Pam was starting to remember 
what had happened and had said that the 
attack had to do with the lawsuit against 
the City of Fresno. 

She was put on the fourth floor of the 
long-term care facility at UMC. Then, at 
about 1:30 a.m. on Wednesday, August 1, 
Pam Kincaid went through the doors to a 
balcony and fell four floors to her death. 
The doors were supposed to have an alarm 
that would alert staff if they were opened. 
Also, the staff knew that Pam was disori- 
ented due to the attack. Something went 
horribly wrong; we don’t yet know what. 

Several of Pam’s friends saw her just’ 
before she died. Those that I talked to said 
she was doing better, she was not suicidal, 
and her nurse said her memory was start- 
ing to clear up. : 

We are left with many unanswered 
questions, including the following: 

1. If what Mario is saying is true, what 
did the police officer say to the group 
prior to their attack on Pam? 

2. Why did a Fresno police officer not 
return to help Pam or write an incident 
report after being flagged down by Mario? 
Why do the police have no record of this 
contact? 

3. Why did the police who talked to 
Pam at CMC not conclude that a crime 


See Justice for Pam Kincaid page 15 
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Growing Holistic Communities 


from page I1 


Eventually, these communities could 
unify to place the same demand on all of 
their Congresspersons at the same time. 
Over time, they could work with other 
organizations to engage in a unified, mil- 
lion-member monthly mobilization focused 
on the House of Representatives. In addi- 
tion, they could persuade their 
Congresspersons to hold regular, monthly 
community dialogues that would enable 
their constituents to ask questions and offer 
input into their official decisions. 

Moreover, especially if holistic, home- 
based communities emerge in a number of 
countries, a global network could help 
organize an Annual Global Boycott that 
would prioritize an achievable demand for 
change in policy on the part of a specific 
corporation. 


DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP 


Democratic control of this network of 
holistic, home-based communities would 
be important. Assuring members a real 
voice in shaping the direction of the orga- 
nization would boost enthusiasm and 
increase participation. 

To be democratic, from the outset, the 
leadership and the membership would 
need to fully include all segments of the 
nation in terms of race, ethnicity, gender, 
sexual orientation, income, level of educa- 
tion, age, and disability. 

The home-based approach is egalitari- 
an and democratic. People come together 
in their homes as equals, like the “priest- 
hood of all believers” in early Christian 
churches. There is no paid staff person to 
manipulate outcomes. The members par- 
ticipate not for money but for fellowship 
and to help make a difference in the 
world. Each group is a self-governing unit 
with a life of its own. 

Eventually, a national office would 
offer suggestions for how to conduct 
activities, but each group would choose its 
own methods. The national office might 


suggest a timely, important monthly 


action, but each group and each individual 


would decide whether to follow that sug- 
gestion. Regional bodies appointed by 
each home-based community could select 
national officers, or members could elect 
them directly nationwide. 

With methods like these, a national 
network of holistic, home-based commu- 
nities could be democratic as well as effi- 
cient and effective. 


SYSTEMIC REFORM 


Holistic transformation, by definition, 
will involve systemic reform. When pro- 
gressives have achieved their goals in every 
arena, we will have transformed the social 
system that dominates the world. By chang- 
ing that system, we can correct causes 
rather than merely attack symptoms. 

We need to advance reform in every 
arena, all at the same time, rooted in a com- 
mon mission. Personal growth, social 
change, cultural change, and restructuring 
our institutions — government, media, edu- 
cation, religion, families, parks, libraries, 
transportation, criminal justice, etc. — are 
all important and interconnected. 

Too often, progressive organizations 
disagree on how issues fit together. As a 
result, people insist that their issue is the 
issue and are reluctant to offer support to 
other efforts. This fragmentation makes it 
difficult to form broad coalitions that 
address all aspects of society simultane- 
ously, while focusing on particular issues 
in a timely, unified manner. 

A good example is An Inconvenient 
Truth, an excellent film that makes a sig- 
nificant contribution. Gore’s approach, 
however, exemplifies many of the prob- 
lems associated with the progressive 
movement. He presents the climate crisis 
as a single issue, without discussing 
underlying root causes. At the end of the 
film, he laments the lack of political will 
and calls for an awakening, but he doesn’t 


examine why people are asleep. Instead, 
he tries to scare people into action, which 


reinforces the “culture of fear.” 

Even if this approach works well 
enough to prevent the worst-case scenario 
associated with this particular crisis, it 


would likely leave in place the culture, the 
attitudes, and the structures that will pro- 
duce another similar crisis, such as a 
plague induced by genetic engineering or 
the catastrophe of a nuclear attack. 

There won’t be a major breakthrough 
in One arena until there is a major break- 
through in every arena. Simultaneous pro- 
gressive change throughout society will 
be mutually reinforcing, because the vari- 
ous components of our social system are 
mutually reinforcing. 

Until there is comprehensive transfor- 
mation that creates a new global social 
system that helps us overcome our ego- 
centric impulses and protect the Earth 
Community, we will continue to be 
afflicted with one crisis after another. In 
general, for example, we can’t effectively 
control the economy in one country alone 
— because the wealthy elite in that coun- 
try will move their capital to where they 
can operate with fewer restrictions. We 
need unified, coordinated policies 
throughout the world. 

A whole new way of life grounded in a 
common culture could respect diversity and 
local attachments, customs and practices — 
a culture of sub-cultures. We can grow 
holistic communities that reflect the kind of 
society we want. We can live as we want 
others to live, while respecting their need to 
do the same. We can insist on legitimate 
rights for all, without dehumanizing those 
who try to deny those rights. We can con- 
stantly try to better understand those who 
criticize or attack us, while working to 
change the conditions that lead them to be 
disrespectful or oppressive. 


SECOND STEPS 


If and when an initial organizing com- 
mittee forms, completes its “What We 
Believe” statement, engages in communi- 
ty service and political action regularly, 
and holds monthly support group meet- 
ings, it could prepare additional outreach 
materials, let others know about its activi- 
ties, and encourage them to form a home- 
based community and join the network. 

This initial coordinating committee 
could manage a website where it would 
keep members and interested parties 


informed and post suggestions for how to 
conduct network-related activities. 

Over time, a coordinating committee 
appointed by the home-based committees 
would replace the initial organizing com- 


‘mittee and the network’s “What We 


Believe” statement could be modified 
with open input. 
CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS 


In these ways, a vital, diverse, democrat- 
ic network of home-based communities 
could meet needs that are currently negleci- 
ed, help transform our global social system, 
fulfill humanity’s promise, reinforce our 
finest qualities; inspire each other to be bet- 
ter persons, and insist that our institutions 
live up to their highest ideals. 

By applying the same approach in 
every arena, we could create a truly demo- 
cratic, just, loving, and peaceful global! 
society that protects the environment 
while providing everyone with the oppor- 
tunity to fulfill his or her potential as a 
human being. 

A deeper sense of community could 
promote awareness of the fact that there is 
no irreconcilable conflict between self- 
determination and community. When peo- 
ple come together freely, lasting bonds 
form. The more people get in touch with 
their deeper selves, the more they get in 
touch with the Ground of Being that con- 
nects them to all life and all people, who 
share the same source of life. True self- 
reliance, therefore, does not separate peo- 
ple but rather unites them. 

By steadily becoming the change that 
we seek, both as individuals and as com- 
munities, a unified, global, grassroots 
movement rooted in progressive, holistic 
communities could help transform the 
dominant social system. By helping to 
meet innate needs for meaning, personal 
growth, .joy, compassionate service, and 
effective political action, we could 
counter the dehumanizing effects of mod- 
ernization and grow a deep sense of com- 

munity that would attract and inspire peo- 
ple who are currently inactive because 
they are discouraged. 
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Oakland Tenants Win 
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residents, all over 60 years of age, for the 
suspected drug-related activities of a care- 
giver or younger relative accused of drug 
activity outside the homes of the innocent, 
elderly, public housing residents. 

1999 through 2000: Former Tribune 
reporter Chauncey Bailey wrote a series 
of articles exposing rent scams in the 
OHA’s Section 8 housing program, detail- 
ing how some landlords were forcing ten- 
ants to pay more than their Section 8 con- 
tracts required. 

1997: Forty-one public housing resi- 
dents filed suit against the OHA because 
rats, roaches and maggots roamed an 


Justice for Pam Kincaid 


from page 14 


had been committed and try to find out 
who attacked her? 

4. What went wrong at UMC? How 
could a patient who is known to be disori- 
ented walk onto a balcony, and fall from 
the fourth floor? 

5. Why was a repairman working on 
the alarm system leading to the fourth 
floor balcony the morning after Pam fell? 

6. Why does Fresno not have more 
shelters for homeless women? 

Fresno Police Department spokesper- 
son Jeff Cardinale told me the police are 
not investigating either the beating inci- 
dent or the suspicious circumstances of 


apartment complex that was poorly main- 
tained by the OHA. 

1994: An OHA clerk and four accom- 
plices were under investigation and sus- 
pected of selling over $3000 worth of 
housing voucher certificates, including 76 
fraudulent vouchers, for around $350 to 
$600 each. About 47 families may have 
been subsidized by use of the vouchers 
alleged to have been sold by the clerk. 

April 1992: Nearly a quarter of the 
OHA’s maintenance workers staged a 
sickout while protesting the firing of an 
employee who. accused the OHA of mis- 
management. 

April 1991: Four ex-OHA police offi- 
cers, Daniel Broussard, Scott Dwyer, 
Larry Houston and Juan Reese, were all 
convicted of violating the civil rights of 


Pam Kincaid’s death. He suggested that I 
talk with the sheriff's department. 

After initially being told by the sher- 
iff’s department that they did not have an 
active investigation either, I called again. 
This time I was told that they are investi- 
gating Pam’s death. I called the detective 
investigating the case, but have not heard 
back from him yet. 

Mayor Alan Autry often talks about 
Fresno as being “A Tale of Two Cities.” I 
can’t help but wonder if the mayor had 
shown up at Community Medical Center, 
beaten nearly to death, black and blue from 
bruises, would the police’ have concluded 
that he was sunburned, delusional, and that 
no investigation was necessary? 

Maybe this is a tale of two cities — a 
place where there is justice and fairness for 


two undercover officers, and 12 other 
individuals at public housing properties, 
after originally being indicted for robbing 
people, beating them up, and faking evi- 
dence for false arrests. 

May 1991: The OHA announced it 
would get rid of its scandal-plagued 
police force, and replace it with a new 
force supervised by the Oakland Police 
Department, after a third of its officers 
were indicted in a brutality case in 1990. 

1990: The OHA settled out of court 
with 42 people who claimed to be victims 
of beatings and false arrests by the OHA 
Police, in a settlement that was around 
$500,000, according to sources. 

August 1990: Six OHA police officers 
were indicted by a federal grand jury and 
charged with robbing tenants, beating them 


well-to-do residents, but where a poor per- 
son (especially a homeless woman) can’t 
even get the police to open an investigation 
after having been beaten. 

I demand justice for Pamela Kincaid. I 
want the Fresno Police Department to 
open an investigation and find out who 
savagely beat her and left her disoriented 
and brain-damaged. 

At least the coroner’s office and the 
sheriff’s department are looking into the 
suspicious nature of her death. I applaud 
the coroner who ordered an autopsy (we 
are still waiting for the results) and 
encourage the sheriff's department to con- 
duct a vigorous investigation into the sus- 
picious circumstances of her death. 

Pamela Kincaid was a hero. She stood 
up for her rights and the rights of all 


up, falsely accusing them of possessing 
drugs, arresting them and lying under oath. 
The 19-count indictment also accused the 
officers of conspiring to violate the civil 
rights of those falsely accused. 

1989: A $1 million lawsuit was filed by 
a man who claimed he was searched and 
detained without reason by OHA police. 

December 1989: Several undercover 
investigators posing as drug dealers at 
OHA’s public housing properties were 
brutally beaten and robbed of $900 in 
cash by OHA police during nine separate 
run-ins at Oakland’s public housing pro- 
jects, according to a 396-page affidavit 
filed in court. 

Lynda Carson may be contacted at ten- 
antsrule@ yahoo.com 


homeless people. As the lead plaintiff in 
the lawsuit against the City of Fresno, she 
sometimes became a lightning rod and 
was vilified by those who would continue 
the system of bigotry and hatred against 
the homeless. 

Pam took pride in being a recognizable 
leader of an effort that will result in better 
conditions for Fresno’s homeless commu- 
nity. Being a part of the lawsuit was 
something Pam did, not for herself, bui 
for all homeless people. It was, in part. 
that spirit of selflessness that made Pam 
such a wonderful person — and a friend | 
will miss. 

Mike Rhodes is the editor of Community 
Alliance in Fresno. For articles about the home- 
less struggle in Fresno, see http://www.fresnoal- 
liance.com/home/homelessness.htm 
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None of the Chronicle articles 
responded to the question in any manner 
that might reasonably be considered fair, 
balanced or socially responsible. 

Regarding homeless people, Chronicle 
staff members apparently believe their 
function is to serve as journalistic attack 
dogs for the city’s “beautiful people.” 

The fact that homeless people have to 
sleep somewhere does not appear to be a 
dimension of reality that disturbs them. 

Unsurprisingly, the sensational articles 
provided abundant cover for city officials 
to pull out their tough-love truncheons 
and descend on the unprotected and unde- 
fended homeless squatter camps. 

As has been the case on numerous 
occasions in the past when the local news 
media have focused sensational reportage 
on homeless squatters in Golden Gate 
Park, and other iconic municipal locations 
beloved by the local gentry, municipal 
officials announced their intention to 
_ eliminate the squatters camps, clean up 

the areas where they congregate, and re- 
evaluate the city’s needle exchange. 

Crews of workers were assigned the 
task of dismantling the camps, and dis- 
persing their destitute residents. 

Unfortunately, we have been treated to 
the same scenario on many previous occa- 
sions. Those with socially responsible 
memories can easily recall several similar 
episodes during the mayoral administra- 
tions of Art Agnos, Frank Jordan and 
Willie Brown. 

Mayor Agnos left office under a cloud 
of criticism because his administration 
proved incapable of dealing effectively 
with the problem of chronic homelessness. 

Mayor Jordan used aggressive police 
tactics to roust the homeless people in 


Golden Gate Park and other sections of 


the city. But he proved little more effec- 
tive in dealing with the homeless than his 
predecessor. 

Mayor Willie Brown took office 
promising to definitively improve the 
city’s handling of homelessness. But his 
promises proved to be little more than 
empty words, and the problem grew larg- 
er during each of his years in office. 

As a matter of fact, Mayor Brown lost 
significant credibility and support in the 
aftermath of comments that indicated he 
was blissfully unaware that thousands of 
people resided in Golden Gate Park squat- 
ters camps and other secluded locations. 

Brown’s successor, Gavin Newsom, 
assumed office amid much fanfare regard- 
ing his claim to be in possession of a plan 
to fundamentally reform San Francisco’s 
approach to its burgeoning homeless pop- 
ulace. The less-cash-more-tough-love 
approach of the Newsom administration 
was based on the dubious notion that the 
back of homelessness in San Francisco 
could be broken by intensively focusing 
on a core group of approximately 3,000 


STREET SPIRIT 
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chronically homeless individuals. 

Crews of city workers were assigned 
the task of ridding the city’s public spaces 
of homeless people. Particular attention 
was devoted to the downtown commercial 
district, including the Market Street corri- 
dor, the Tenderloin, the Embarcadero, 
Fisherman’s Wharf, and other prominent 
locations frequented by tourists and well- 
heeled residents. 

Mayor Newsom’s plan has included 
draconian cuts in the amount of financial 
assistance provided to homeless persons, 
and the promise of counseling and subsi- 
dized housing in decrepit residential 
hotels located in the seediest sections of 
town. 

Sympathetic press coverage by the 
Chronicle, and other organs of the local 
press, routinely focus on the Newsom 
administration’s monthly photo ops, dur- 
ing which homeless people are assembled 
to have their ails documented while their 
feet are massaged and washed by commu- 
nity volunteers. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of homeless peo- 
ple have been given one-way bus tickets 
out of town. Thousands of others have been 
removed from the streets and ensconced in 


A homeless man sleeps in a San Francisco doorway under a MasterCard sign 


decrepit facilities located in nether regions 
of the city where few mainstream munici- 
pal residents ever venture. 

Unfortunately, there is little reason to 
believe that the current tactics of the 
Newsom administration regarding the 
city’s thousands of homeless residents 
will have any more long-term positive 
impact than those of his immediate prede- 
cessors. 

This is primarily due to two facts. The 
first is that there is no municipal solution 
to the nationwide problem of chronic 
homelessness. 

The second fundamental shortcoming 
in the Newsom administration’s approach 
to chronic homelessness is that it does not 
devote sufficient attention and resources 
to the reasons people become homeless in 
the first place. 

Until these two shortcomings are 
addressed in a responsible, comprehensive 
fashion, the problem will not only continue 
to exist, it will grow more serious. 

Moreover, destitute, homeless San 
Francisco residents will continue to 
furtively establish camps in Golden Gate 


Park — because they are unable to float in 
air. 
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